— o 
mn 4? 
— 
hahed 
(9% 
- 
> 
Label 


= 
sail 
tl> 
c= 
= 
= 
= 


August 30, 1959 








Sie 
be a 














Order RALLY DAY Materials Here 





For more information 
see our General Catalog 
or Bethany Preview for 
Fall 1959 


check your needs now! 


Teaching Materials 

Attendance Builders 

Attendance Rolls and Charts 
Banners and Pennants 

Church School Record Supplies 
Program Aids and Equipment 
Bibles and Bible Reference Books 
Offering Aids 

Audio-Visual Materials 

Hymnals and Flags 

Promotion and Enrollment Certificates 
Bulletins and Invitations 

(]’ Souvenirs 

[) Handwork and Games 


OOOOOOOOOOOO « 


CHRISTIAN BOARD 


OF PUBLICATION 
BOX 179; ST. LOUIS 66, MISSOURI 











| 
j 
‘ 
( 
j 
j 
I 








Volume 97, No. 35 


HOWARD E. SHORT 
Editor 


JAMES M. FLANAGAN 
Associate Editor 


STAFF 


WILLIAM K. FOX, Assistant Editor 
HELEN DIANE BOTT, Layout Artist 
CHRISTINE BUDER, Research 
RUTH DuHADWAY, Circulation 


COLUMNISTS 


Carl R. Brown, F. E. Davison, Robert A. Fang- 
meier, J. Warren Hastings, Charles F. Kemp, 
Richard E. Lentz, Samuel F. Pugh, Mrs. James 
D. Wyker. 


NEWS CORRESPONDENTS 
—DOMESTIC 


ALABAMA: Maurice L. Marling. ARKANSAS: 
Lester M. Bickford; Little Rock, Colbert S. Cart- 
wright. CALIFORNIA: Northern, Russell Coatney. 
CANADA: Toronto, 0. W. McCully; Western, 
Howard 0. Wakelin. COLORADO: Maurice F. 
Lyerla. FLORIDA: Miss Mabel Hendrickson. 
GEORGIA: Charles F. Schwab. IDAHO: Lloyd 
M. Balfour. ILLINOIS: Chicago, J. J. Van 
Boskirk; Southern, Mrs. Jack Canedy. INDIANA: 
Northeastern, Robert T. Beck; Northwestern, Mark 
Anthony; Southeastern, Howard E. Anderson; South- 
western, R. H. Miller, Jr. IOWA: Bruce Mosher. 
KANSAS: Wichita, N. Robert Gill. LOUISIANA: 
Verl Underwood. MICHIGAN: Lawrence H. 
Maines. MINNESOTA: Forrest L. Richeson. 
MISSISSIPPI: Miss Nauvice Kirkpatrick. MIS- 
SOURI: Central, C. E. Lemmon; St. Louis, W 
Elbert Starn, Sherman R. Hanson, Darrell K. 
Wolfe; Kansas City, Will A. Sessions, Jr. MON- 
TANA: Glen A. Holman. NEBRASKA; Mrs. 
P. 0. Marvel. NEW ENGLAND: George W. 
Morris. NEW MEXICO: Robert C. Lohman. NEW 
YORK: New York City, Comer 0. Shacklett. 
NORTH CAROLINA: James E. Fulghum. OHIO: 
Greater Cleveland, Clyde H. Evans; Northeastern, 
George Van Wingerden; Northwestern, Paul N. 
Runk; Southeastern, Joe B. Maffett. OKLAHOMA: 
Carl V. Covey. OREGON: Ray S. Hewitt. 
PENNSYLVANIA: Eastern, George W. Bishop; 
Western, Norman E. Jacobs. SOUTH CAROLINA: 
Neal Wyndham. TEXAS: Fort Worth, Jimmy 
Suggs; Houston, Lewis McAdow; Northeastern, 
Hartwell M. Ramsey; Panhandle, Richard Crews; 
Southeastern, Robert D. Matheny; Southern, W. 
Oliver Harrison; Southwestern, Weems S. Dykes; 
West-Central, John Mullen. VIRGINIA: A Gar- 
nett Day. WASHINGTON: W. F. Turner. WASH- 
INGTON D. C. AREA: James Clayton Pippin, 
Glenn Everett. WEST VIRGINIA: Northern, E. 
P. Schaich. WISCONSIN: D. 0. Merrick. WY- 
OMING: Maurice F. Lyerla. CORRESPONDENTS 
AT LARGE: Ralph C. Neill and Robert H. Mc- 
Neill, Indianapolis; Jesse M. Bader, New York 
City, Arthur J. Russell, Columbia, S. C. 


—FOREIGN 


AFRICA: South, Basil Holt; Belgian Congo, 
Arthur M. Depew. AUSTRALIA: A. W. Stephen- 
son. GREAT BRITAIN: Will Mander. HAWAII: 
George A. Jacobs: ITALY: Chaplain Robert R. 
Eiseniauer. JAMAICA: Herbert S. Shirley. NEW 
ZEALAND: A. L. Haddon. PARAGUAY: Paul 
Andress. PHILIPPINES: Norwood Tye. PUERTO 
RICO: Mr. and Mrs. Garland Farmer. THAI- 
LAND: Stanley Sewell. 


AUGUST 30, 1959 








RISTAN-Eea 


EVANGELIST 





A JOURNAL OF NEWS AND OPINION 


ARTICLES 


Faith That Counts ... . 
The Struggles of Jeremiah . 
Convention Mission Unfulfilled 


. Charles A. McCalmon 5 


- . « + Eldon L. Haley 8 


. . . Betsy S. Collins 13 


The Bargain Buyer’s Buddy (II) . . Don Richardson 14 


He Who Conquers Himself . 
Unique Ministry of 36 Years 


EDITORIALS 


How Far Have You Come? 
Called to His Purpose .. 


FEATURES 


A Faith to Live By ... 
A Church Secretary’s a Slave 
Where the Scriptures Speak 

Meaning for Today ... . 
Book Reviews .. . “4 
Toward a Better Church x % 
Letters to the Editor ... 
Let’s Talk It Over ... . 


NEWS 


The Church at Large ... 
Brotherhood News ... . 


COVER 


. « + LeRoy C. Brown 18 
+ = + ee)» ee eee 


. . . . . . . . of . 4 
. « . Peggy Strickland 9 
- .« . . by the Editor 16 
- . &. Daniel Joyce 17 


phic weey 
eh "Samuel F. Pugh 28 
eo — a: 


a a er F. E. Davison 32 


On the cover is a reproduction of the art used for the special 
International Convention souvenir plate prepared by Kettle- 
springs Advertisers, Alliance, Ohio, for the Christian Board of 
Publication. The plates, calling attention to the 150th anniversary 


of the “Declaration and Address” 


of Thomas Campbell, are to be 


available at the Denver assembly. Art by Richard Fay. 


Published Weekly by the Christian Board of Publication 


Wlibur H. Cramblet, president 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS: John McGinty, St. 
Louis, chairman; William A. Shullenberger, In- 
dianapolis, vice-chairman; Hampton Adams, New 
York, secretary; Claude L. Welch, University City, 
Mo., treasurer; Eugene S. Briggs, Enid, Okla.; 
Joseph g. Chastain, Dallas; Lawrence G. Der. 
thick, Washington, D. C.; Carl F. Gast, St. 

is; Henry G. Harmon, Des Moines; Warner 
Muir, Des Maines; Randail Nauman, New York; 
John Paul Pack, Seattle; Waymon Parsons, 
Shaker Helghts, Ohio. Directors emeriti: R. 
Pryor Combs, Kansas City; R. H. Miller, Cleve- 
land. 


Copyright 1959 by the Christian Board of Pub- 
lication, St. Louis, Missouri. 


Member, Associated Church Press. Subscriber, 
—— News Service, Ecumenical Press Serv- 
ce. 


R. A. Long, founder 


SUBSCRIPTION RATES: Yearly, $4.00; two 
years, $7.00; three years, $10.00; ministers, 
$3.50 yearly; gift subscriptions, $3.50 yearly; 
The Club Plan, five or more subscriptions, $3.00; 
bundles of five or more delivered to churches 
weekly, 75¢ per quarterly subscription. Pan- 
American postage charge, $1.15 extra; foreign, 
$1.50 extra. Single copy, 15¢. Circulation 
address: The Christian Evangelist-Front Rank, 
Circulation Department, Beaumont and Pine, 
Box 179, St. Louis 66, Missouri. 


Printed in the U.S.A. Second Class 
paid in St. Louis, Missouri. — 


All Biblical quotations, unless otherwise in- 
dicated, are from the Revised Standard Version, 
copyrighted by the Division of Sao Edu- 
cation of the National Council of Churches of 
Christ in the U.S.A. 


The Christian Evangelist-Front Rank editorial office: 
Beaumont and Pine Boulevard, Box 179, St. Louis 66, Missourt 


(1091) 3 








When Truth Is Freedom by Tommie M. Bouchard 


Minister, First Christian Church 
Mineral Wells, Texas 


CROSS the tower of the University of Texas 
A are the words, ‘Ye shall know the truth, and 
the truth shall make you free.” Thousands of 
students pause each year as they hurry from class 
to class to receive the inspiration of these words. 


The students are inspired by a half truth. 
Truth does not always set men free. The truth 
of atomic energy has not freed men from the fear 
of its dreadful power. A knowledge of the truth 
relating to Christian love has not held back the 
tides of broken families across our nation. 


When the Japanese bombed Pearl Harbor they 
came from the most literate country in the world. 
Knowledge of scientific truth has not freed the 
people of Russia to live life as they choose . 


Few drivers in the United States are unaware 
of the fact—or the truth—that most accidents 
are caused by high speeds. But the truth seems 


& to make little difference in their driving. Every 
year the accident rate increases. The truth of 
highway safety does not, in and of itself, free us 
from a spiraling death toll every year. 

The pious phrase across our state university 


in Austin has been taken out of context. 
What Jesus really said was this: “. . . if ye 
continue in my word, then are ye my disciples 


indeed; and ye shall know the truth, and the truth 
shall make you free.” 


Edgar J. Goodspeed, in an American Transla- 
tion of the Bible, translates the passage, “If you 
abide by what I teach, you are really disciples 
of mine, and you will know the truth and the 
truth will set you free.” 

The Christian faith holds that freedom is de- 
pendent upon truth; and truth comes through 
adhering to God’s physical and spiritual laws. 
These spiritual laws of life were made known to 


& 
us through Jesus Christ. 
If our nation, founded upon liberty and reli- 
gious freedom, is to endure, that freedom we cher- 


ish so dearly must be tempered by the teachings 
of Jesus Christ. Only in this context will the 
atomic discoveries of man free him from the 
strains of labor so that a bomb can be converted 
into a household slave. The teachings of Jesus 
regarding love and family life are of no avail so 


long as men and women refuse to abide by those 
teachings. 


It is one thing to know the truth. It is some- 
thing else again to live in harmony with truth. 
The basis of our freedom—even in a free society 


—is contingent upon our using the truth as our 
ultimate guide in life. 
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COUNTS 


by Charles A. McCalmon 


UR immediate spiritual fore- 

fathers incalculably clari- 
fied salvation (being made 
whole) when they spelled it out 
in terms of faith, repentance, con- 
fession, baptism. Regrettably, 
their sons have not always at- 
tained the train of the fathers’ 
insights. We, too prevalently, 
have dragged their keen discern- 
ments through lowering levels of 
step-by-step conformity into an 
easy legalism. 

Along the way, faith has come, 
popularly, to be equated with 
mental assent to the proposition 
that there probably is a God— 
most likely is. At least, affirm- 


Charles A. McCalmon, a retired 
minister who lives in Ashland, Ore- 
gon, has served pastorates in Kan- 
sas, Missouri, North Dakota and 
California. He was pastor of the 
church at Geyserville, Calif., from 
1928 to 1950. 


AUGUST 30, 1959 


—H. Armstrong Roberts 


(1093) 5 





ing his existence does no harm; 
so, why not believe? 

So doing—demoting faith to a 
metaphysical assumption— 
we have missed the experience of 
abundant life so vividly realized 
by our religious ancestors. 

In reality, faith is experience 
as opposed to credulity. 

I know there is a sun because 
I can see it. I know a piano stu- 
dent is practicing in the apart- 
ment next to ours because I hear 
the sound thereof. I know my 
wife has just brought a bouquet 
into our room because I sense 
fragrance of lilac. Just so, I 
know there is a God because I 
know him. By a super-physical 
sense, I feel him, discern him. 

Now, a sense organ is the re- 


rather subjective experience—un- 
deniable and irrevocable once it 
is recognized for what it is and 
accordingly acclaimed. 

As can any sense potential, too, 
the human spiritual sense can be 
distorted and perverted by selec- 
tive training toward prostituted 
ends. Such possibility of its mis- 
use, however, only underscores 
its virility. 

Faith is an achievement ar- 
rived at, not by intellectual 
processes of rationalization, of 
critical analyses and logical syn- 
theses of theses and antitheses, 
but by experience. Constructive 
experiences may be observations 
of controlled experimentation; 
or they may be attention-de- 
manding innovations violently 


More Than Mental Assent, 





of driving oughtness more urgent 
than drives for status, security, 
sex, or food; a mystic evaluation 
of situations as to relative right- 
ness or badness; a perpetual in- 
ventory of inner self in appraisals 
against Absolute scales. These 
experiences are as universal as 
man is ubiquitous. They are 
part and parcel of us. To experi- 
ence them is to be human (homo 
sapiens); to be without them 
places the animal so shorted in 
some category-below-man in biol- 
ogy’s Classification chart. 

To call this sense experience 
of the spiritual by the name God 
is to have faith—a growing faith 
that ever approaches, but never 
attains, fullness on Christ-like- 
ness. To call this same sense ex- 


Surpassing a Philosophical Hypothesis, 


Faith Is Related to Experience, 


sponse of an organism to its en- 
vironment—to a some thing, or 
some condition wholly foreign to 
the organism. Conversely, it fol- 
lows that any sense mechanism 
is positive clue to an impinging 
externality. Ability-to-be-aware 
witnesses to a stimulating cause 
preceding, and creating, the abil- 
ity. 

Concretely, we have eyes be- 
cause there was first a sun to 
prod sight development; we hear 
because long sound waves in the 
atmosphere stimulated formation 
of tympani; we smell because 
tiny physical projectiles irritated 
olfactory end organs into being; 
we taste because chemical ions 
produced taste buds, etc.; we are 
aware of another because his con- 
tacts upon our spirits have ex- 
cited within us a built-in aware- 
ness of a Presence. 

Faith in God is not affirmation 
of a philosophical hypothesis but 
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A Confidence in Discipleship 


invading one’s unsuspecting soli- 
tude. 

The faith faculty of spiritual 
experience goes beyond physical 
sense experience. When faith 
becomes manifest to physical 
sense, it is no longer faith but 
has passed into substance. Ad- 
versely, faith that is contradicted 
by materialistic manifestations 
is not faith, but superstition. 

Faith is to know beyond 
shadow of doubt that which has 
not yet been, perhaps never can 
be, demonstrated in physical 
sense perception. It lies on a 
different level of experience. The 
spiritual sense resident in the 
soul knows—and that is enough. 

To entrust one’s self to un- 
demonstrable perceptual knowl- 
edge in commitment, consecra- 
tion and dedication of self and 
one’s all is faith. 

Religion starts with gratuitious 
awareness of God within; a kind 


THE CHRISTIAN 


perience by any other name—en- 
vironment, evolution, inner ten- 
sions, sub-conscious eruptions, 
abnormal delusions, indigestion, 
social conditioning, or what-have- 
you—is to miss a life of whole- 
ness, to miss being saved. 

Faith equates the Voice within 
and the Jesus of history. Identi- 
fying conscience with the person- 
able Galilean, it clothes the ab- 
stract with flesh and blood. Hav- 
ing done so, it is longer impos- 
sible to muster the escapism of 
impracticality in Christian 
Ethics. 

Jesus of history was severely 
practical. Revolutionary? yes; 
upsetting established mores with- 
out end! But, in final account- 
ing, always vindicated. His was 
a life lived in accord with the 
universe, lived in Truth. Ac- 
knowledging his revelations as 
demonstrations with a Q.E.D. is 

(Continued on page 29.) 
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How Far Have You Come? 


INE years ago, our churches entered 

upon a Long-Range Program of Ad- 
vance. We now have a year of Appraisal and 
Forecast before us. Unless we know how 
far we have come, we will not be able to 
make a very accurate program of where we 
are going in the Decade of Decision. 

This program, like every other program, is 
as successful or as weak as the local congre- 
gation. Group figures are arrived at by 
adding a list of figures. No congregation— 
no list of figures to add; it’s that simple. 

And who can add a column of spiritual 
growth? Only the results of spiritual de- 
velopment can be observed. And, we do not 
grow in the mass; we grow person by person. 

As a brotherhood we had great hopes in 
1950. They included increased membership, 
trained churchmanship, heightened steward- 
ship, deeper spirit of brotherhood and new 
loyalty to the world enterprise of the church. 

Now it is appraisal time. Who can ap- 
praise a brotherhood? No one! But if the 
local congregations will appraise themselves, 
someone can add up the figures. When it 
is all done, the summary will be interesting, 
but the most helpful result will be seen in 
the congregations, one by one. 

How far have you come? This can be de- 
termined. You should get busy at determin- 
ing the answer right away. This should be 
done in detail, department by department, 
function by function. It will take time. It 
will be worth it. 

Fortunately, we do not have to devise ways 
of recording the facts and spend time mak- 
ing charts that will show what the results 
are. Mr. J. Clinton Bradshaw and the Ap- 
praisal and Forecast Committee have pro- 
vided blanks on which the gains of the decade 
can be recorded. 


There is a blank for each functional com- 
mittee. We understand that each local con- 
gregation has received a packet of these ma- 
terials. Many congregations have already 
collected the information and made it avail- 
able to the minister for his use in leading 
the people to the next stage. 

The next stage is Forecast. After the di- 
rector of Appraisal has collected all the in- 
formation, some person or persons will need 
to analyze it and project the tasks ahead in 
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the “Decade of Decision.” 

This is not mere paper work, or busy work. 
This is doing things decently and in order. 
We cannot know where our weakness and our 
strength lie until we list what we have done. 
How far have you come? 


Called to His Purpose 


HE Denver assembly of the International 
Convention need have no monopoly on 
this phrase which is its chosen theme. Writ- 
ing before we have seen or heard the presi- 
dent’s address on the theme we cannot be ac- 
cused of dissipating its purpose by calling 
the attention of the whole brotherhood to it. 
If you will focus your eyes on the four 
words of the theme for a few minutes and 
let your mind wander to whatever thoughts 
the words stimulate, you will have a delight- 
ful experience. Reading forward or back- 
ward, or even starting in the middle, you 
will be moved to some insights that will sure- 
ly call forth new resolves. 

One sometimes has the impression that a 
convention, state or international, church or 
secular, chooses a theme, hears a presidential 
address under the title, and then goes off 
and leaves it. Let us hope that this will not 
be the case at Denver. 

We would not suggest that the speakers 
rewrite any addresses. Anyway, the conven- 
tion is half over on the date of this issue. 
But we do urge a careful attempt on the part 
of the listeners to relate the separate parts 
to the whole. 

There is no need to appraise our work of 
the past nine years unless we are resolved 
to consider it in the light of “His Purpose,” 
not ours. There is no need to celebrate any- 
thing that Thomas Campbell wrote, unless 
we are willing to consecrate our efforts to 
promote any valid conclusions to “His Pur- 
pose.” 

There is no need to enter into a Decade of 
Decision, if there is no resolve on the part 
of all of us to make our decisions in the light 
of “His Purpose.” If we should be deter- 
mined to follow our own wills and determine 
our own course of action we can be assured 
that the “Decision” is already reached. 

If we harken to the meaning of the first 
word of the theme, we will have no difficulty. 
We are “called.” He has chosen us; we have 
not chosen him. How could we refuse the call? 
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The STRUGGLES of Jeremiah 


He Teaches Us the Discipline and Power of Prayer Fellowship 


by Eldon L. Haley 


Minister, First Christian Church 
Bloomfield, Indiana 


HERE was no doubt about it! Jeremiah felt 

the call of God. He described his encounter 
with Jehovah this way: “Then the LorRD put 
forth his hand and touched my mouth; and the 
LorpD said to me, ‘Behold I have put my words in 
your mouth.’” (Jeremiah 1:9) 

Even though Jeremiah recoiled from the task 
of serving as a prophet of God his plea of youth 
was not to be accepted. Called into a serious 
crisis, it was during the time the Assyrian Empire 
fell, and the Neo-Babylonian Empire rose. Jeremiah 
saw his own country lose its independence and be- 
come a Satellite of Babylonia. 

Young Jeremiah could see the menacing hordes 
of the north threatening Judah. To make matters 
worse, he had to face an apostate people. The mis- 
sion to which God had called him seemed obvious. 
His message—Judah would be swallowed up by the 
forces of the world to the east. Yet his desire 
was that his people would be spared. 

As a result of the political situation which 
placed tiny Judah under the hand of the As- 
syrians it was necessary that they worhip Assyr- 
ian gods in order to receive the prosperity of the 
Empire. King Manasseh evidently filled Jerusalem 
with pagan shrines and encouraged their forms of 
worship. 

The religion which was adopted by the people in 
the time of Jeremiah was clearly a blend of Je- 
hovah worship and Baalism. The nation did not 
exactly forsake the worship of God, but they com- 
promised by combining it with the lascivious 
practices of the pagan fertility cult. This was 
the religious condition of the people to whom 
Jeremiah was to speak. Steeped in a national 
consciousness with its roots deep in the religion of 
Jehovah, and at the same time content to espouse 
the practices of the fertility cult, Judah needed 
a Jeremiah to point the way of righteousness. 
Yet Jeremiah faced a stone wall of antagonism 
against his message opposing the popular religious 
practices of the day. 

Jeremiah saw his whole life as a part of God’s 
plan. He felt that his destiny was set even before 
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he was born. He had an overwhelming sense of 
mission. Harry F. Baughman declares that “he 
was literally hurled into the life of his nation, 
there to contend with forces too powerful for him 
yet unable to actually defeat him.” 

The study of Jeremiah’s Confessions has relev- 
ance, since nothing like this personal diary can be 
found in the writings of any of the earlier proph- 
ets. A depth of personal religion is evidenced in 
the prophet’s prayer fellowship with God. 

Jeremiah is the first, apparently, to have re- 
corded his inner experiences. In the confessions 
we see the struggle of Jeremiah between his sense 
of prophetic mission and his own feelings. The 
confessions are said to exhibit the varying aspects 
of the one great spiritual conflict which is the key 
to his inner life. 

[The passages generally listed as the Confessions 
of Jeremiah are: Jeremiah 11:18-23; 12:1-6 
15:10-21; 17:14-18; 18:18-28; 20:7-12, 14:18.] 

Some high points in the Confession passages are 
significant for the ministry of the Church. In the 
second confession Jeremiah expresses reasonable 
complaint before Jehovah: “Why does the way of 
the wicked prosper? Why do all the teacherous 
thrive?” (Jer. 12:1) His proclamation of God’s 
will to the people met with opposition, while his 
enemies seemed to prosper all the more. Jeremiah 
saw his people’s spiritual condition as a drought 
brought on by their wickedness. 

God’s reply was strange, and may be considered 
as arebuke: “If you have raced with men on foot, 
and they have wearied you, how will you do in the 
jungle of the Jordan?” (Jer. 12:5) Such an an- 
swer must have been rather unsatisfactory from 
Jeremiah’s point of view. His enemies are not 
threatened with destruction. Instead, God chides 
the prophet for complaining about a little op- 
position when more is coming. 

Jeremiah’s experience in this confession speaks 
to the problems of the modern-day minister. How 
often God would answer our complaints in this 
same manner! 

The complaint of Jeremiah 15 comes to a climax 


THE CHRISTIAN EVANGELIST-FRONT RANK 











——- —— 





when he says: ‘Wilt thou be to me like a deceit- 
ful brook, like waters that fail?” (Jer. 15:18) In 
the face of univeral hatred, Jeremiah felt the need 
of Jehovah’s aid, but the answer he received to 
this prayer was unsatisfying. He was told that if 
he would return from worrying over himself and 
place his trust in Jehovah, then he would be re- 
stored and be God’s spokesman, and enjoy divine 
protection. 

Such may be our prayer today. We need to be 
sobered from our self-centeredness and to return 
to God in total consecration to the task which he 
has set before us. 

On the other hand, a sense of confidence is found 
in the confessions. Jeremiah says: “Heal me, O 
LorpD, and I shall be healed; save me, and I shall 
be saved; for thou art my praise.” (Jer. 17:14) He 
may have reached complete trust and harmony 
with God. This confession may mean that Jere- 
miah finally saw no hope for Judah, and while he 
had not forsaken his people his trust was placed in 
Jehovah. In a sense, Jeremiah’s realization of his 
complete hope in Jehovah becomes the answer to 
his prayer. 


There is a conflict in Jeremiah between loyalty 
to his people and fidelity to the mission given to 
him by God. When his message to the people was 
rejected, and persecution followed, even Jehovah 
seemed to have deserted him. The confessions re- 
cord this struggle between the voice of God and 
Jeremiah’s inner impulses of the heart. 

The human side of the prophet is constantly 
evident. Even though he knows that his mission 
is from God, he is acutely bitter at times con- 
cerning his treatment by the people. He was dis- 
owned by his fellow townsmen from Anathoth and 
his prophecy was rejected by the people as a whole. 
This rejection itself may have been a factor in 
drawing Jeremiah into intimate communion with 
Jehovah. Having been denied the fellowship of 
man, Jeremiah turned in the prayer of his con- 
fessions to fellowship with God. 

We may learn the discipline of intimate prayer 
fellowship with God from Jeremiah. While he 
does not reach the spiritual height of the New 
Testament, his experience may provide a valid 
proving ground for man’s adventure with Jehovah 
in prayer. 





I’m nothin’ but an office slave! 
From early morn ’til night I pave 
The way, and smooth the road, 

I lift the phone and carry the load. 
Fend off the salesmen, 

Calm the cross... 

Banter the ugly... pamper the boss. 
Type the letters, 

Bless the machine 

That prints when the spirit moves 
But deems to try my patience 
Just when I think 

It’s full of ink 

And going serene. 


I’m nothin’ but an office slave! 
Beneath the nails I wear the ink, 

Ink on the clothes . . . ink on the nose. . 
Unto the very grave. 

“Revise the roll, please, 

So it’s up to date!” 

I check with the phone company 
New numbers to find. . 

Call the post office 

Til I’m out of my mind! 

But before I manage to finish the list 
There’s more to come . . and I insist 
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A Church Secretary’s a Slave 


by Peggy Strickland 


Secretary of Northside Christian Church 
St. Louis, Mo. 


The babies born just yesterday 

Will be a year old 

Before we are told. 

Evangelism letters must not be late... . 
The water’s boiling for coffee break . . . 
The parson’s trying to concentrate 

And any day now I’ll cooperate! 

By keeping quiet ’til spoken to. . 

Oh, pardon me please . 

Will you open the glue? 


I’m nothin’ but an office slave! 

I’m fat . . . and forty...and foolish, I guess 

But this is the life for me... andyes... 
There’s no place else that I would find 

The pleasure of knowing a kindred mind . . 

The chance to meet His Chosen Few . . 

And the privilege of seeing them follow through . . 
Working to spread His Holy Word, 

Being a friend . . seeking the need . . 

Of love for another . . this is their creed. 
Through these office doors come every kind 

Of human brother . . . to seek and to find . . 
Through these broad church portals flung ever wide 
May all people come . . for God is inside. 

And this humble slave will labor and toil 

His Yoke is easy, there’s great joy in the world. 
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NEWS 


Yearbook Reveals 63 Per Cent 
Of Americans Are Members 


Record Church Membership Increase 


New YorK—A record-breaking increase of 5,368,063 in 1958 has 
brought church membership in the United States to an all-time high 


of 109,557,741. 


This represents 63 per cent of the 
country’s estimated population of 
173,374,000—the highest ratio of 
church membership to the number 
of people in American history. 


The 1958 gain was a rise of five 
per cent as compared to the popu- 
lation increase of 1.7 per cent. In 
1957 church membership gained 
964,724, or 0.9 per cent, with 61 out 
of every 100 Americans of all ages 
belonging to churches or syna- 
gogues. 

Of the 1958 grand total of church 
members, 61,504,669 are Protestants, 
39,509,508 Roman Catholics, 5,500,- 
000 Jews, and 2,545,318 Eastern Or- 
thodox. 

The statistics are from the 1960 
Yearbook of American Churches, 
published by the National Council 
of Churches. They are based on of- 
ficial reports by 251 church bodies 
in 49 states, including Alaska for 
the first time, and the District of 
Columbia. There are 260 religious 
bodies listed in the Yearbook. 

The one notable body not  re- 
porting was the Church of Christ, 
Scientist. A regulation of this 
Church forbids “the numbering of 
people and reporting such statistics 
for publication.” 

Reports received from 224 Prot- 
estant bodies showed a membership 
gain of 1,716,892, or 2.8 per cent, in 
1958. Largest Protestant denomi- 
nation is The Methodist Church 
with 9,670,690 members. Second is 
the Southern Baptist Convention 
with 9,202,205. Ranking third is 
the National Baptist Convention, 
U.S.A., Inc. (Negro) with 5,000,000. 
Fourth is the United Presbyterian 
Church in the U.S.A., formed last 
year by a merger of the Presby- 
terian Church in the U.S.A. and the 
United Presbyterian Church of 
North America. 


The total number of Protestants 
represents 35.5 per cent of this coun- 


try’s population, and that of the 
Catholics 22.8 per cent. 


But the Catholic Church considers 
all persons who are baptized, in- 
cluding infants, to be church mem- 
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bers. Most Protestant groups count 
only those young people and adults 
who have attained full membership, 
all but a small minority of these 
being over 13 years of age. 


According to the Yearbook, a 
majority of American Protestants 
belong to denominations that are 
members of the National Council of 
Church. This agency has a con- 
stituency of 33 church bodies with 
more than 38,000,000 communicants. 

Other 1958 statistics in the direc- 
tory include: 

A total af 41,197,313 enrolled in 
Sunday or Sabbath schools, with 229 
churches reporting, a gain of 837,- 
541 or 2.1 per cent over 1957. There 
were 274,770 such schools with 3,- 
335,782 teachers. Protestants num- 
ber 90.8 per cent of all the enrollees. 

About as many adults (24 and 
over) were enrolled in Protestant 
religious education classes as were 
children (ages 3-11). The adult fig- 
ure was 12,844,437 and the chil- 
dren’s 12,593,989. The youth group 
between 12 and 23 accounted for 7,- 
370,346 members, and the “cradle 
roll” (to age 2) numbered 2,969,605. 

Nearly 309,500 places of worship, 
and a total of 236,272 clergymen in 
charge of local churches and syna- 
gogues. 


Number 3 Health Problem 
Not Regarded as Disease 


Alcoholism Grows 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—Alcoholics 
are being produced in the United 
States at the rate of more than 1,- 
200 a day—over 50 an hour around 
the clock—a noted authority on al- 
coholism warned here. 

Dr. Andrew C. Ivy, chairman of 
the department of clinical sciences, 
University of Illinois, told the fourth 
annual Institute of Scientific Stud- 
ies for Prevention of Alcoholism 
that “alcoholism is now the nation’s 
number three health problem from 
the standpoint of incidence, lives 
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lost, and people disabled.” 

He said that it ranks immediately 
behind heart disease and cancer in 
its toll in American society. 

Dr. Ivy said that nearly half a 
million persons a year are becom- 
ing victims of alcoholism and that 
life expectancy of alcoholics is 20 
years less than the national aver- 
age. 

More than 8,000,000 Americans are 
affected with alcoholism, Dr. Ivy 
said, of whom 5,000,000 are out- 
right alcoholics and 3,000,000 are 
“pre-alcoholic problem drinkers.”— 
RNS 


U.S. Bureau of the Budget Says 
Alcoholism Not a Disease 


BULLETIN—The Bureau of the 
Budget has informed the House 
Committee on Interstate and For- 
eign Commerce that the administra- 
tion will oppose enactment of legis- 
lation designed to set up special 
Federal studies of alcoholism. 


Assistant Budget Director Phillip 
S. Hughes has advised the commit- 
tee that “alcoholism is not consid- 
ered a disease entity itself.” 


The Budget Bureau said that al- 
coholism, rather than being a dis- 
sease is “a symptom of complex, 
underlying disturbances.” 

The adverse report was delivered 
on H.R. 1263, a bill which would es- 
tablish a Medical Advisory Commit- 
tee on Alcoholism to work with the 
U.S. Public Health Service and the 
Institutes of Health to formulate 
plans and programs for treating 
and preventing alcoholism. 


Ousted Pastor Appointed 


CHARLESTON, W. Va.—Robert B. 
McNeill, ousted last June from his 
Columbus, Ga., pastorate because of 
his racial views, will become asso- 
ciate pastor of Bream Memorial 
Presbyterian Church here in Sep- 
tember. 

The invitation had been extended 
prior to his much-publicized ouster 
from the Columbus church. The in- 
vitation was reaffirmed following 
the action of the presbytery. 

McNeill, 44, wrote an article in 
Look magazine in 1957 urging 
“creative contact” between whites 
and Negroes to promote racial har- 
mony. He was ousted because it 
was felt by leaders of the church 
that the pulpit should speak for the 
congregation. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


AFRICA MISSION 


Kansas CITY, Mo—African 
churches and nationals are “recep- 
tive” to the three-month preaching 
mission to be conducted on that con- 
tinent by Billy Graham and his team 
starting in January. 

This was reported by Prof. V. 
Lavell Seats of Midwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary here, former 
missionary returning from a six- 
week survey of Africa for the evan- 
gelist. 


FIRST DELEGATION 


GENEvA—The World Council of 
Churches is planning on sending its 
first official delegation to the Rus- 
sian Orthodox Church, probably in 
December. It will most likely be 
headed by Dr. W. A. Visser ’t Hooft, 
the council’s Dutch-born general 
secretary. 


“Y” GAINS 


GENEvA—The Young Men’s Chris- 
tian Association is “more and more 
gaining the confidence of govern- 
ments and peoples” and its opportu- 
nities have “never been so great.” 

This optimistic note was sounded 
here by Charles D. Sherman, presi- 
dent of the World Alliance of 
YMCA’s, at a meeting of the organi- 
zation’s executive committee at- 
tended by 89 delegates from 25 
countries. They represented a con- 
stituency of 5,000,000 Y members. 


FATHER—BOSS! 


NoTrRE DAME, IND.—Some 135 up- 
perclassmen in a representative ur- 
ban Roman Catholic high school 
agreed that “in an ideal home, the 
father, not the mother, wears the 
pants, both literally and _ figura- 
tively.” 

This was reported in the August 
issue of Ave Maria, national Cath- 
Olic weekly published here, which 
gave the results of a survey on “The 
Mother Your Teen-Ager Wants,” 
conducted by Sister Mary Theresita, 
S.S.J., of Chicago. 


SOCIAL RELIGION 


BurFaLo, N. Y.—Church member- 
ship which is “formal, social or 
fashionable” is not enough in the 
present world situation, Dr. Oswald 
Huffmann of New York, public re- 


AUGUST 30, 1959 


OLDEST KNOWN CHALICE 


—RNS 
This “Chalice of Antioch,” the old- 
est known in Christendom, is said to 
have been discovered by Arab well- 
diggers near Antioch, Syria, almost 
50 years ago. Dating from the 
fourth or possibly fifth century, the 
7%-inch high carved silver cup is 
now on display at the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art in New York. On its 
outer case grape vines entwine two 
central figures, apparently of Jesus 
in his youth and after the Resur- 

rection. 


lations director of the Lutheran 
Church—Missouri Synod, warned 
here. 

What is needed is “an active 
Christian faith, warm Christian love 
and vital Christian witness,” he told 
the 42nd annual meeting of the 
Synod’s Lutheran Laymen’s League. 
Dr. Hoffmann is speaker on the 
Lutheran Hour radio program spon- 
sored by the laymen. 


RED APPEAL WANING 


QUINCY, Mass.—Communism is 
losing its appeal as a “gospel of 
liberation” to suppressed people, Dr. 
E. Stanley Jones, Protestant mis- 
sionary-evangelist and author just 
back from a world tour, said, here. 

“When I spoke to Dr. Rajendra 
Prasad, president of India, he agreed 
that communism is losing its attrac- 
tion,” Dr. Jones told an audience at 
Eastern Nazarene College, where he 
is leading an ashram or spiritual 
retreat. 

The veteran evangelist, who first 
went to India as a Methodist mis- 
sionary to high caste Hindus over 


50 years ago, said Asians ‘“wel- 
comed Communist doctrine as the 
answer to their woes, but now a 
big question is being raised. The 
old is dead, the new has not been 
born, and the Far East faces emp- 
tiness. 

“This emptiness is our evangelistic 
and missionary opportunity,” he de- 
clared. 


CHURCH & COURT 


AMARILLO, TEX.—Co-operation be- 
tween church and court has been a 
big factor in this city’s decline in 
juvenile delinquency. 


Since the adoption about a year 
ago of a unique plan in which the 
city’s ministers serve as voluntary 
“probation officers” to youngsters in 
trouble, records of the Potter 
County Court of Domestic Relations 
—Amarillo’s juvenile court—show 
that the number of cases handled 
by the court decreased approxi- 
mately 33% per cent in 1958 from 
the previous year. 


POPE URGES HARMONY 


VATICAN CiITy.—Pope John XXIII, 
in the first encyclical letter of his 
pontficate, solemnly exhorted world 
leaders to remember that “God 
created men not as enemies but as 
brothers” and that “if the fires of 
discord are set ablaze in the world 
again” nothing else awaits all people 
“but appalling destruction and ruin.” 


ON MAR’S HILL 


ARCHBISHOP THEOKLITOS of 
Athens and all Greece (extreme 
left), and other prelates of the Greek 
Orthodox Church, conduct a service 
on the Holy Rock in Athens from 
where the Apostle Paul is reputed 
to have addressed the people during 
his visit nearly 2,000 years ago. This 
was the 1,908th anniversary of St. 
Paul’s arrival in Greece. The site 
also is called Mar’s Hill. 
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@A Big Issue 
Liquor on Planes 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—The number 
of bills sponsored in Congress to ban 
serving alcohol on the airlines has 
increased to ten while debate has 
been stirred by an effort by the 
Federal Aviation Agency to regulate 
consumption on planes by restrict- 
ing it to drinks served by airline 
employees. 

Rep. Edward H. Rees (R.-Kan.) 
has introduced a bill calling for a 
flat ban on any alcoholic beverages 
on aircraft. 


His measure raised to nine the 
number introduced in the House in 
the current session. Others have 
been sponsored by Reps. Thomas J. 
Lane (D.-Mass.), John Bell Williams 
(D.-Miss.), Carl Elliott (D.-Ala.), 
Walter H. Judd (R.-Minn.), Roy Wier 
(D.-Minn.), Kenneth Hechler (D.- 
Va.), Robert W. Hemphill (D.-S. C.), 
and Hamer Budge (R.-Idaho). 


A similar measure has been in- 
troduced in the Senate by Sen. Strom 
Thurmond (D.-S.C.). 

It appears doubtful that any of 
the measures will receive a hearing 
during the present session of Con- 
gress. 


@ For Miss Kagawa 
Youth Projects Post 


NEw YorK—Miss Umeko Kagawa 
of Tokyo, Japan, is the new secretary 
of World Youth Projects, a joint 
enterprise of the World Council of 
Churches and the World Council of 
Christian Educa- 
tion. 

Miss Kagawa 
will now direct a 
program involv- 
ing 40 projects in 
24 countries. She 
will have offices 
in both Geneva, 
Switzerland, and 
in New York. 
She will spend 
several months of 
each year travel- 
ing to the proj- 
ects and consult- 
ing with youth groups. 

Miss Kagawa, 30, is a graduate of 
Kwansei Gakuin University in Kobe. 
She studied at the Training School 
for Lay Workers of the Presbyte- 
rian Church in the U. S. at Rich- 
mond, Va., and in 1955 received a 
bachelor of divinity degree from 
Yale Divinity School, New Haven, 
Conn. 

Miss Kagawa has worked as a 
reporter and is the author of a 


Miss Kagawa 
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book, Italian Sun, which was pub- 
lished in Japan. From 1957 until 
her new appointment, she was co- 
director of the Student Christian 
Fellowship of Japan. 


A member of the United Church 
of Christ in Japan, she is the daugh- 
ter of Toyohiko Kagawa, world- 
famous author and pioneer of Chris- 
tian social work in Japan, who is 
now seriously ill in Japan. 


Biblical Resuscitation 


WASHINGTON, D. C.—The Ameri- 
can National Red Cross has decided 
that the Bibical method of resuscita- 
tion is better than any of the com- 
plicated ways which have been at- 
tempted by modern medicine in re- 
cent years. 

The Red Cross, in announcing that 
it is abandoning pulmotors, manual 
respiration, and other methods in 
favor of simply direct mouth-to- 
mouth breathing into the lungs of 
the unconscious drowning or shock 
victim, called attention to the fact 
that the method is referred to in the 
Bible. 

In relating Elisha’s exploit of re- 
viving the Shunammite woman’s 
child, the Bible declares (2 Kings 
4:34, 35): 

“And he went up, and lay upon 
the child, and put his mouth upon 
its mouth, and his eyes upon its 
eyes, and his hands upon its hands: 
and he stretched himself upon the 
child; and the flesh of the child 
waxed warm.” 

Foreign matter should be removed 
from the mouth of the victim, the 
Red Cross advises, and the head 
tilted back so that the jaw is in a 
jutting-out position. 

The rescuer should then assume a 
position just like Elisha’s, placing his 
mouth tightly over the victim’s, and 
holding the victim’s nostrils shut or 
pressing them shut by his cheek. 


Huge R. C. Library 


St. Louis, Mo.—More than 875,000 
feet of 35 millimeter film were used 
to copy some 11,000,000 pages of 
handwritten manuscript at the Vati- 
can Library for deposit in the Pius 
XII Memorial Library at St. Louis 
University here. 

Microfilmed were writings of such 
noted figures as St. Augustine, St. 
Thomas Aquinas, Duns Scotus, Pe- 
trarch, Martin Luther, Melanchton, 
Henry VIII, Palestrina, Hippocrates, 
Galen and the Venerable Bede. 

The project was sponsored by the 
university and the Knights of Co- 
lumbus Vatican Microfilm Founda- 
tion. Copies of the microfilms are 
available to research libraries. 
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Nations Press—Aid 


LAKE JUNALUSKA, N. C.—The im- 
mense service to religion by the na- 
tion’s press is unrecognized and un- 
appreciated by many church offi- 
cials, the head of the Methodist Com- 
mission on Public Relations and In- 
formation said here. 

Dr. Ralph Stoody of New York, au- 
thor of a recent church public re- 
lations book, told delegates at a 
Methodist writers’ conference that 
papers carrying religious news are 
the allies of church publications, 
even though, he said, sometimes 
newspapers seem better set up to 
advertise sin than to publicize vir- 
tue. 


Radio Pulpit Plans 


New YorK—Dr. Gardner Calvin 
Taylor has been speaker on National 
Radio Pulpit, NBC Network, 10:05- 
10:30 EDT, during the summer 
months. 

He is pastor of Concord Baptist 
Church, Brooklyn, N. Y., the largest 
church (10,200) in the American 
Baptist Convention, and president of 
the Protestant Council of the City 
of New York, an organization of 
1,700 Protestant Churches of 31 de- 
nominations. 

His topics for September are: Sept. 
6, The Promise of Renewal; Sept. 13, 
Face to Face with Fear; Sept. 20, 
Giving, Forgiving, Thanksgiving; 
Sept. 27, Faith Is the Difference. 


“National Presbyterian” 


INDIANAPOLIS, IND.—Purchase of a 
16%-acre site in the nation’s capital 
for a new National Presbyterian 
church and center was hailed by 
President Eisenhower as a testimo- 
nial “to our long and heroic tradi- 
tions of dedication to God and coun- 
try.” 

Acquisition of the tract in the 
northwest area of Washington, D. C., 
for $2,182,500 was announced here 
at the annual General Assembly of 
the United Presbyterian Church in 
the U.S.A. 

In a message to the assembly, 
President Eisenhower, a member of 
National Presbyterian Church, said 
the new building “will bear witness 
to the religious faith within us, to 
the civil freedom we possess because 
of our forebears’ faith, and to the 
vigilant responsibility that as citi- 
zens we must constantly demon- 
strate by words and by works if we 
hope to preserve both faith and free- 
dom.” 

The present church will continue 
to maintain its program in the five 
buildings it now occupies for at least 
seven or eight years. 
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Are Colleges and Seminaries 
Missing Opportunities to 
Sustain Tomorrow’s Ministry? 





An Unfulfilled Convention Purpose? 


by Betsy S. Collins 


Indianapolis 


It was the last day of the 1957 
International Convention. The 
seminaries were having their annual 
luncheons. As an alumna of one of 
our seminaries, I had received an in- 
vitation well in advance and had 
made a reservation. 

The morning before the luncheon, 
a nice looking young man with a 
crew-cut, wearing a sports jacket, 
and swinging a camera off his shoul- 
der was brought to our booth by one 
of our young missionaries. The 
young man was looking for informa- 
tion about seminaries. As we talked, 
I learned that he was a third-year 
student in a “Bible college.” I gave 
him materials concerning our broth- 
erhood seminaries, and listened as he 
expressed his desire to prepare him- 
self for seminary entrance. 

Having access to two complimen- 
tary tickets for a seminary lunch- 
eon, I invited him to attend. Since 
he had no other plans, we made our 
way to what is too often thought of 
as merely an alumni luncheon. For- 
tunately we were able to find space 
at a table with a professor who I 
felt could be influential in helping 
this young man with his decisions 
and aspirations. He could also in- 
form the young man of the educa- 
tional requirements necessary to en- 
ter the seminary. 

The luncheon, like most seminary 
luncheons, was of a promotional na- 
ture. The advancement program of 
the seminary was presented, and I 
was concerned with the student’s re- 
action to this materialistic preview 
of the seminary’s future. The walk 
to and from the luncheon offered an 
opportunity to discuss this with him. 
Apparently the luncheon and the 
fellowship which he _ experienced 
made quite an impression on him, 
for as we came away he made the 
remark, “I wish I had had an oppor- 
tunity to attend something like this 
earlier.” 

When we returned to the conven- 
tion hall, I took him down “college 
row,” realizing that perhaps there 
might be other church-related col- 
leges or seminaries which could bet- 
ter meet his needs and qualifications. 
Much to my chagrin, several of the 


AUGUST 30, 1959 


booths were vacant and others were 
being dismantled. However, he did 
have the opportunity to counsel 
with some college and seminary per- 
sonnel, and secure some _ informa- 
tional materials. 

That afternoon as we were dis- 
mantling the “church vocations 
booth,” he returned to take a pic- 
ture of us. These thoughts con- 
tinue to haunt me: What did the 
convention offer that young man, 
along with countless others? What 
about the ministerial candidates who 
were not privileged to attend? 

On another occasion, the day of 
the college luncheons, a minister 
who had frequented the church vo- 
cations booth seeking information 
to sustain the thirteen young people 
in his congregation who were con- 
sidering the ministry, seemed at a 
loss as to where he would be eat- 
ing lunch. (I knew that this min- 
ister had received his training from 
theological schools and universities 
other than our own church-related 
institutions, and that he had a son 
who was considering the ministry. 
I knew also, that they were inter- 
ested in the son attending some 
church-related college other than 
the one in their own area.) I hesi- 
tated a moment, remembering that 
visitors and especially young peo- 
ple were usually in the minority at 
our luncheons, but I invited him to 
the college luncheon. 

The program was primarily one of 
reminiscing past accomplishments of 
the outgoing president, but my 
friend apparently enjoyed the fel- 
lowship. He had the opportunity to 
meet the admissions counselor and 
place his son’s name on the pros- 
pective mailing list. At our table 
he met two of our missionary fami- 
lies—one retired and one on fur- 
lough. I felt it unfortunate that his 
son wasn’t at the convention enjoy- 
ing the same fellowship. 

During our conversation with this 
minister, he was advised to get some 
publicity for his church by having 
pictures taken of himself with those 
in his congregation who were con- 
sidering the ministry. His prompt 
reply was, “I don’t need publicity, I 





need help!” Help is what our church 
leaders are seeking when they at- 
tend a convention. That is also 
what young men and women who 
are considering the ministry need! 


In addition to the convention pro- 
gram and the special activities 
planned for young people this year 
at Denver, counseling services and 
materials on church vocations will 
be available to ministers, advisers, 
and young people. 


As I look back on my experiences 
during the past three conventions: 
the college and seminary luncheons, 
the recommendations regarding re- 
cruitment, and the church vocations 
sharathons, I find myself with mixed 
emotions as to what was actually 
accomplished in the area of guidance 
and recruitment for the ministry 
(all church vocations) considering 
the number of young people in at- 
tendance. 

It is evident that our churches in 
general are concerned. Laymen as 
well as ministers have expressed 
their anxiety regarding the needs in 
recruitment, guidance and education 
of our future ministers. An experi- 
ment in Ohio and California has en- 
abled us to come to a better under- 
standing of our needs and how the 
church can best meet them with a 
nationally projected program of 
guidance and recruitment for Dis- 
ciples. 

Yet, within that projection, can 
our convention offer more to our 
young people and their adult advis- 
ers? The local church is entitled to 
all of the inspiration that we can 
offer it through the fellowship, dis- 
plays, and program of an Interna- 
tional Convention. Can we include 
more for the future ministers of 
tomorrow’s Church? Can we now 
include young people in our conven- 
tion college and seminary lunch- 
eons, as well as our entire fellow- 
ship? (I hope they do not have to 
wait until after receiving their de- 
grees to become participants.) 

Family, local church, teaching de- 
mands, or service abroad may too 
soon limit their attendance. Let us 
offer the local church reason to send 
candidates for the ministry to our 
conventions! 
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A lot depended on whether 


Friendly Frank Davis was on the level... 


by Don Richardson 


When “Friendly” Frank Davis, 
used car salesman, went forward 
at the Baptist meeting he caused 
such a commotion the entire town 
had wind of it by nine the next 
morning. His sign, “A free car 
is our receipt for a bargain made 
by deceit” and his reputation for 
never having to make good his 
statement caused Jake Willis, his 
number one heckler, to lay odds 
that within two weeks Frank’s 
sincerity would wane. Several of 
the gang who “respected a guy’s 
religion” put a total of $70.50 on 
Frank’s side. 


EDNESDAY Jake came in 

with the money. He asked 
what was new with Friendly 
Frank. Hank Nichols was there. 
“Everything,” said Hank, grin- 
ning like Jake used to. “This 
morning Frank junked those two 
jalopies he’s had on special. Said 
they weren’t safe.” 

“Part of the act,” said Jake. 
“Couldn’t sell the crates. Might 
as well use them for advertise- 
ment.” 

“Ts that so?” asked Hank. 

“That’s so,” said Jake, trying 
to act sure of himself like always. 
Even then we could see he was 
getting shaky. 

“Well,” said Hank, “yesterday 
he talked a fellow out of an Olds 
into a Chev. I heard it myself. 
Frank asked him nice like about 
his finances and then told him 
right out that the Olds would 
break him and the Chev would 
get him just as far.” 

“Oh, yeh,” said Jake. 

“That’s right,” said Hank. 
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“And I suppose he was just ad- 
vertising when he did that. Must 
have been a thousand dollars’ dif- 
ference.” 

“He’ll unload that Olds on one 
of the church crowd next week,” 
said Jake after a minute of just 
staring out the window. 

“You won’t give in, will you, 
Jake,” I said. Usually I don’t 
butt in on things like that, but 
Jake seemed to be going too far. 

“T haven’t lost yet,’’ shot back 
Jake. “Not till a week from Mon- 
day.” 

“No offense, Jake,’ I quickly 
said. 

“That’s all right,” said Jake 
trying to grin again. “I didn’t 
mean to get snappy.” 

“And I didn’t mean to inter- 
fere,” I said, smiling back. ‘Must 
confess though I’m plugging for 
Frank. Bet or no bet, I’m hoping 
it’s for real. He bought his 
groceries off me this morning.” 

Jake’s face went straight again. 
He swallowed, and nodding his 
head he walked toward the door. 
Turning, he grinned. “If Frank 
Davis is going straight,” he said, 
“then maybe I’d better get myself 
a car.” With that, Jake left. 

“Nothing like putting tempta- 
tion right in Friendly Frank’s 
lap,” said Hank after Jake had 
closed the door. “If he passes 
up Jake, he’s on the level.” 

“That’s going to be hard,” I 
said, “after all Jake’s pulled on 
Frank.” 

“And Jake knows it,’ said 
Hank, shaking his head. “He sure 
does know it.” 

Nothing happened after that 
for a week. Nothing except Hank, 
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Vern and the others coming in 
every day to shoot the breeze 
and to check on Frank’s progress. 
As the first week petered out, 
they got louder about what they 
were going to do with their win- 
nings. Jake only came in twice 
when the others were around. 
The Vermonter asked him the 
second time if he wanted to raise 
the stakes. After that Jake came 
in when the others weren’t there. 
I got to wishing they’d never bet. 
It was better when Jake was 
around living it up with the 
others. 

By Thursday of the second 
week Friendly Frank Davis was 
still fixing up or junking cars 
that weren’t safe and still talking 
people out of cars they couldn’t 
afford. He even looked different. 
There was an empty spot in his 
face where the cigar used to be. 

It was then, on Thursday, that 
Jake went over and traded cars. 
He figured if he was going to 
lose the bet he’d better come out 
ahead somehow. Jake only drove 
Fords, and so he swapped his ’55 
for a ’57. Frank only asked a 
hundred dollars to boot, which 
didn’t look suspicious at the time 
because of the nice way he had 
been treating all his old cus- 
tomers lately. 

Soon’s the others got wind of 
Jake’s deal, they came around to 
collect on the bet. Jake had 
raved how he’d never buy another 
car off Friendly Frank, and so 
when he did Vern and the others 
figured he was conceding. But 
not Jake. “Three days to go,” he 
said. “Let’s just wait and see.” 

Then it happened. It was 
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Buddy 


lunchtime the next day. Vern 
Paulson and the Vermonter were 
in the store. They were talking 
about Friendly Frank as usual, 
when Jake came in. Anybody 
that knew Jake could tell some- 
thing was up. Jake chewed gum. 
I didn’t mention that before. Jake 
always chewed gum, and when 
something was up he’d kind of 
play with it in his front teeth, 
like he was doing when he came 
in this time. He was grinning, 
too. 

“Guess who’s got cork in his 
crankcase?” said Jake. He’d 
usually keep us guessing, but not 
this time. 

“You mean that ’57 Frank sold 
you?” asked Vern. 

“Nothing but.” 

“You're lying,” said the Ver- 
monter. 

“It’s over at Bill’s now,” said 
Jake. Bill’s was down on the 
corner. “Come on down. You 
can ask Bill. He found it him- 
self. I took it in for a grease 
job and oil change for a little 
trip upstate.” 

Vern looked over at the Ver- 
monter and kind of shook his 
head. “Bill’s a deacon. He'd 
never lie.”” Then he shrugged his 
shoulders and added pokerface- 
like, ““Not even for me.’”’ Vern was 
a good loser. He was funnier 
sometimes when he lost than 
when he won. 

Then Jake nodded at me. 
“Looks like the take is mine,” 
he said. 

I was just going to ring up 
“no sale” when Vern put his hand 
on my arm. “Let’s hold on,’ he 
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“The store gang all showed up 
at the Baptist church Sunday night... ” 


said. ‘You say the car’s over at 
Bill’s?” 

“That’s where I left it,” said 
Jake. “Cork and all.” 

“Let’s take it over to Frank.” 

“Why?” asked Jake. 


“See what he’ll say,” said Vern. 
“That’s all. Seeing’s we’re pay- 
ing, we should be able to see the 
look on Friendly Frank’s face 
when you corner him. We'll 
bring Bill along.” 

“Why not?” said Jake, step- 
ping toward the door. Then, 
grinning at me again, he said, 
“Get the money ready. TI’ll be 
right back.” 

On the way out they met Hank 
Nichols and Jim Simonson just 
coming in. They all stood with 
the door open long enough for 


Jake to tell Hank and Jim what’d 
happened. Then all five of them 
started to Bill’s. 

In a couple minutes I could see 
them all driving into Friendly 
Frank’s in Jake car. Frank was 
smiling when they got out, but 
then Jake started talking and 
pointing to the hood, and Frank’s 
face went straight. I could see 
Frank look at Bill and then Bill 
nod, but a customer came in just 
then, so I missed whatever else 
happened. 

Soon’s the customer left, I went 
back to the window, but they 
were all walking back to the 
store by then, except Bill, who 
went back to his station. Jake 
came in first. He was still play- 

(Continued on page 25.) 
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The Peril of | 


SS “Where the Scriptures Speak ...” 
; by the Editor 


September 6, 1959 
Scripture: Obadiah 1-4, 10-15. 


HE title of this, the shortest 

book in the Old Testament, 
does not tell us any more about 
the author than the title of Eccle- 
siastes does. This is simply the 
English spelling of a Hebrew 
word which means, “worshiper of 
God.” There are several persons 
with this name mentioned in the 
Old Testament. We have no way 
of identifying the writer of this 
book with any particular person 
mentioned elsewhere. 

The subject is stated in the 
first sentence: “The vision of 
Obadiah.” Then he proceeds to 
tell the story of Edom, a little 
nation which was a blood relative 
of Israel and well hated by her. 

You notice that although Oba- 
diah begins by saying that this 
is a “vision,” he intermingles his 
own approach to the subject and 
interpretation of it with what 
proposes to be direct revelation 
of God. Notice the next two 
lines, for example. He writes, 
“Thus says the LorD .. . we have 
heard tidings from the LORD.” 
The pronouncement of God upon 
Edom is, “I will make you small 
among the nations.” (Verse 2.) 

This feeling between Israel and 
Edom was almost as long-stand- 
ing as history itself. The two 
nations traced their ancestry 
back to Jacob and Esau, the twins 
who had a misunderstanding of 
their own. By the time of Oba- 
diah, the national distrust and 
hatred was as strong as ever. 


Thus, there isn’t any sorrow 
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on the part of Obadiah for the 
news he has received. Rather, he 
interprets it immediately as pun- 
ishment on the part of God for 
the sins of Edom. We will leave 
aside, for the moment, any dis- 
cussion of self-pride on the part 
of Obadiah, although there seems 
to be a little of it present. 

He is right about Edom: “The 
pride of your heart has deceived 
you.” (Verse 3.) The Edomites 
lived in what was often impreg- 
nable territory. Although it was 
in desert land, generally speak- 
ing, the particular area which 
they occupied was hilly, even 
mountainous. It is recorded that 
they would often go out to fight, 
knowing that they could retreat 
into the mountain ravines and 
caves and such, where the enemy 
would not dare hunt for them. 

So these people who lived ‘in 
the cleft of the rock” liked to 
taunt other people with the ques- 
tion, ‘Who will bring me down 
to the ground?” (Verse 3.) Oba- 
diah uses cryptic language in re- 
lating the vision from the Lord, 
as he contemplates the destruc- 
tion of Edom. Verse 4 is really 
poetic, as he assures Edom of 
her downfall. “Though you soar 
aloft like the eagle, though your 
nest is set among the stars” the 
Lord still says that he will bring 
you down. These people must 
have caused the people of Israel 
much trouble through the gen- 
erations, right up into the time 
with which Obadiah was person- 
ally acquainted. 

This is the peril of pride. If 
a person or a nation succeeds 
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long enough, there is danger of 
imagining that no one can pre- 
vail over them. Trust is put in 
one’s own strength or in the good, 
old, familiar caves in which he 
has been accustomed to hide. 

There was still something else 
that Obadiah could never forget. 
Pointing obviously to the time 
when Israel was carried off into 
Babylonian captivity in 586 B.c., 
he reminds Edom that she “‘stood 
aloof” on this occasion. Not only 
did she offer no help to her blood 
relatives, but she came down and 
helped herself to some of the loot. 
“You were like one of them.” 
(Verse 11.) And finally, she even 
“rejoiced and gloated over’ the 
destruction of Israel. 

Edom even helped in the mop- 
ping up process by stationing 
troops “at the parting of the 
ways” and catching any stray 
persons that might escape. This 
lesson is about the peril of pride 
and this fact is certainly a por- 
trait. But running a close sec- 
ond to this point is the bitterness 
of Obadiah and his obvious sat- 
isfaction over the forthcoming 
destruction of Edom. He may 
have been guilty of some slight 
sins himself. 

The last point to consider to- 
day is the expression that “the 
day of the Lorp is near upon all 
nations.” Here we have the per- 
ennial concept of a day of judg- 
ment when God will reckon with 
all the peoples of the earth. 

Pride is perilous. There is no 
doubt about that. Whether it is 
Edom or Israel or America, re- 
liance upon self instead of God 
will bring disastrous results. 
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of Pride 


The Scripture 


Obadiah 1-4 


1 The vision of Obadiah. 
Thus says the Lord GOD concern- 
ing Edom: 
We have heard tidings from the 
LORD, 
and a messenger has been sent 
among the nations: 
“Rise up! let us rise against her 
for battle!” 
2 Behold, I will make you small 
among the nations, 
you shall be utterly despised. 
3 The pride of your heart has de- 
ceived you, 
you who live in the clefts of 
the rock, 
whose dwelling is high, 
who say in your heart, 
“Who will bring me down to 
the ground?” 
4 Though you soar aloft like the 
eagle, 
though your nest is set among 
the stars, 
thence I will bring you down, 
says the LORD. 


10-15 
10 For the violence done to your 
brother Jacob, 
shame shall cover you, 
and you shall be cut off for 


ever. 
11 On the day that you stood aloof, 
on the day that strangers car- 
ried off his wealth, 
and foreigners entered his gates 
and cast lots for Jerusalem, 
you were like one of them. 
12 But you should not have gloated 
over the day of your brother 
in the day of his misfortune; 
you should not have rejoiced 
over the people of Judah 
in the day of their ruin; 
you should not have boasted 
in the day of distress. 
13 You should not have entered the 
gate of my people 
in the day of his calamity; 
you should not have gloated over 
his disaster 
in the day of his calamity; 
you should not have looted his 


goods 
in the day of his calamity. 
14 You should not have stood at the 
parting of the ways 
to cut off his fugitives; 
you should not have delivered up 
his survivors 
in the day of distress. 


15 For the day of the LORD is near 
upon all the nations. 
As you have done, it shall be 
done to you, 
your deeds shall return on your 
own head. 
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ERHAPS there is such a 

thing as pardonable pride, but 
one of the most frequent occa- 
sions of the downfall of nations 
and individuals in the Old Testa- 
ment is pride. Why is pride such 
an offense to God? Because it 
violates the first commandment. 
In pride, men and nations wor- 
ship themselves when they come 
to feel no need of help outside 
themselves. 

This is the great danger in the 
present-day emphasis on security. 
It’s not a good thing for men to 
believe that all the contingencies 
of life are cared for in one kind 
of insurance or another. Of 
course, it is a foolish assumption 
because the gamut of contingen- 
cies is inconceivable and our only 
security is in God our Father. 
But such an assumption leads to 
pride and pride goes before de- 
struction (Prov. 16:18). ‘“Who- 
ever thinks he stands, let him 
take heed lest he fall.” This is 
forever true! 

How different is it for Edom 
to live in the cleft of the rock, 
have her nest among the stars, 
and say “no one is able to bring 
me down,” from a nation of the 
present to conclude that it dwells 
safely among its array of allied 
nations or satellites or its array 
of nuclear weapons and that no 
one is able to overcome it? 

Whenever this happens, pride 
has already deceived (as with 
Edom) that nation because the 
Lord is able to bring her down 
and may do it through the in- 
strumentality of nations who are 
her enemies and His enemies. 

Pride causes men and nations 
to disregard the needs of others. 


Meaning for Today 


by J. Daniel Joyce 


And, according to this lesson, 
such disregard, even though 
peaceful and calm, is actually 
violence toward those in need. 
There is no such position as neu- 
trality in the face of human need. 
“On the day that you stood aloof, 
. . . you were like one of them,” 
is a haunting indictment. Aloof- 
ness in the face of need is the 
same as invasion, violence done 
to a brother, and/or pillaging the 
home of a brother. 

Edom did some of this latter 
violence, but the indictment in 
verse 11 is for “aloofness.” The 
New Testament makes this same 
point on neutrality abundantly 
clear. 

The Priest and the Levite in 
the Good Samaritan story stand 
condemned because they were 
neutral, indecisive, inactive, and 
unresponsive in the face of hu- 
man need. Pontius Pilate stands 
condemned because he washed his 
hands of the affair and stood 
aloof while others accused Jesus. 

When our nation responds to 
human need in some part of the 
world through our aid programs, 
it is what God would have us do 
for our brothers. When the 
church faces those needs, she can 
do no less. 

The wave of nationalism 
sweeping the world is dangerous 
from the standpoint of pride. If 
it is pride in one’s own accom- 
plishment, strength, and stand- 
ing, it has in it the seeds of its 
own destruction. If it does not 
trust in God, it must trust in it- 
self, with its resources, wealth, 
weapons, and alliances. Whoever 
fails to trust in God will destroy 
himself. 
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Raymond Lull was determined; 
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HE CONQUERED HIMSELF — 





by LeRoy C. Brown 


Chicago, IIlinois 


“Take that!” cried Raymond 
Lull, swinging a “haymaker”’ that 
landed squarely on a Saracen’s 
jaw. 

The Saracen staggered back, 
recovered from the blow, grabbed 
a dagger from within the folds 
of his clothing and stabbed Ray- 
mund Lull in the side. 

A cry of pain came from Lull 
as he sank to the floor. 

Friends rushed in. The Sar- 
acen slave was taken to prison, 
where he killed himself. 

Why had Raymund Lull struck 
the Saracen who was teaching 
him Arabic? Because, during an 
argument, the Saracen had cursed 
Jesus. 

When the young Christian 
heard his Savior insulted in this 
manner he could not control his 
feelings. But during the days 
while he was recovering from the 
wound he realized that he still 
had much to learn about real 
Christianity. He knew he must 
love, instead of hate, persecutors, 
and that he must be able to mas- 
ter himself. 

Some time later Raymund 
thought he was ready to sail for 
Africa as a missionary. He was 
willing to leave an earthly for- 
tune behind to serve God. But 
when he thought of the great 
hardships that probably faced 
him—the rack, the thumb-screw, 
long years in slimy dungeons, 
and finally execution, he ‘could 
not board the ship. 

He bowed his head in shame 
because he felt he was a poor 
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he learned the 


soldier of the cross. His con- 
science hurt and he declared he 
would not miss another oppor- 
tunity to sail for Africa. 

Soon another ship was ready 
to sail. Lull was ill with a high 
fever, but he insisted upon being 
carried onto the ship. His 
friends, however, thought he 
would die before reaching Africa, 
so in spite of his protests they 
carried him ashore. 

Then a third ship sailed. And 
this time, although Lull had to be 
carried aboard, he refused to re- 
turn to the shore. 

“From that moment,” he said, 
“I was a new man. All fear left 
me almost before we were out 
of sight of land.” 

Upon arriving at Tunis, Ray- 
mund Lull discussed Christianity 
and Mohammedanism with Mo- 
hammedan leaders and followers. 
He answered all their questions 
and pointed out that our God, the 
Father of Jesus, loves people but 
that love is not part of the Mo- 
hammedan faith. 

Some Mohammedans turned to 
Christianity, although by doing 
this, they risked their lives, be- 
cause to forsake the faith of Mo- 
hammed is, by their own law, to 
be worthy only of death. 

A Moslem leader went to the 
Sultan of Tunis and said, “This 
learned teacher, Lull, is declar- 
ing the errors of our Faith. He 
is dangerous. Let us put him to 
death.” 

The Sultan ordered soldiers to 
put the missionary into a dun- 
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meaning of forgiveness 


geon. But instead of being killed 
he was banished from Tunis, with 
a warning never to return to 
Africa if he valued his life. 

Raymund Lull was forced onto 
a ship bound for Genoa. But he 
escaped because he felt he must 
teach Christianity in Africa. The 
man who was once afraid to board 
a ship bound for Africa was now 
brave enough to risk his life to 
stay there. 

For some time Raymund Lull 
taught in secret. But then he 
felt he must again declare the 
love of God to the public. So 
bravely he proclaimed the gospel 
truth in the market-place at 
Bugia. 

Saracens murmured and mut- 
tered threats. They could not 
answer or dispute the truth. 
They cried for Lull to stop speak- 
ing, but his voice rose even fuller 
and bolder. 

They finally seized him, dragged 
him out of the market-place 
down the streets, to a place be- 
yond the city walls where they 
stoned him to death. 

But Raymund Lull’s influence 
never died. He showed the world 
that Christian faith is greater 
than anything or any person, that 
serving God is the greatest pur- 
pose in the world, and that he 
who loses his life for Jesus’ sake 
shall gain it. 

Furthermore, love had replaced 
wrath within his heart, and al- 
most with his last breath he 
prayed as Jesus did. ‘Father, for- 
give them, for they know not 
what they do.” 
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36-YEAR ministry with one 

church is regarded as a 
significant accomplishment for 
most ministers, but when it is ac- 
complished with distinction by a 
lay preacher-postal employee or- 
dained just eight years ago fol- 
lowing his retirement—well, that 
is an even greater achievement. 


But that is the story of a school- 
teacher turned postal employee who 
lives in Williamsport, Pennsylvania, 
G. Lee Lunger. 

On September 1 Mr. Lunger’s res- 
ignation as pastor of the Christian 
Church at Millville, Pennsylvania, 
becomes effective. On Mother’s Day 
of this year—May 10—he submitted 
his resignation after completing a 
36-year ministry with the church. 

Three years ago Mr. Lunger be- 
gan serving the Millville church ev- 
ery Sunday. Up until that time he 
had served the congregation on an 
every other Sunday basis along with 
the Christian Church of Cogan 
House, Pennsylvania. Both commu- 
nities are within 35 miles of Wil- 
liamsport, where for 43 years Mr. 
Lunger was employed by the Post 
Office—retiring in 1951. 

Following his retirement from 
postal service, Mr. Lunger was or- 
dained on August 12, 1951, when one 
of his two minister-sons assisted in 
the service. Mr. and Mrs. Lunger, 
who celebrated their 50th wedding 
anniversary June 25, 1959, are the 
parents of Harold L. Lunger, pro- 
fessor of Christian ethics at Brite 
College of the Bible at Texas Chris- 
tian University, Fort Worth; and 
Irvin E. Lunger, president of Tran- 
Sylvania College. They also have a 
daughter, Mrs. James Blair Miller, 
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Lay Preacher-Postal Employee, G. Lee Lunger 


Was Ordained Eight Years Ago 


Unique Ministry of 36 Years 


wife of the professor of Christian 
education at Christian Theological 
Seminary, Indianapolis. 

During his ministry with the two 
churches Mr. Lunger had baptized 
more than 450 persons and received 
about 80 by transfer of membership. 
He has conducted 169 funerals. 

Both Mr. and Mrs. Lunger were 
graduates of Muncy Normal School 
in 1904 and were schoolteachers 
prior to their marriage in 1909. 
When they moved to Williamsport 
after their marriage, they became 
active workers in the Christian 
Church there. He was for twelve 
years superintendent of the Sunday 
school and a member of the board. 
Mrs. Lunger was a leader in wom- 
en’s work. 

Both Mr. and Mrs. Lunger were 
frequently called upon for addresses 
before church and district meetings 
in the area. It was therefore quite 
natural that they should be called 
upon to supply the pulpits for near- 
by churches without pastors. 

Mr. Lunger’s first sermon was 
given in the Christian Church at 
Lungerville, located on land given 
for church purposes by his parents. 

The sermon was preached on the 
Lungers’ 13th wedding anniversary 
in 1922. He continued to hold serv- 
ices regularly at Lungerville during 
the summer. 

On October 29, 1922, Mr. Lunger 
supplied for the first time at Mill- 
ville, where two of his brothers had 
formerly served as minister—Henry 
J. Lunger, late of Rochester, New 
York, and E. C. Lunger, Scottsville, 
New York, former secretary of the 
Eastern Pennsylvania Christian Mis- 
sionary Society. 

It was on May 13, 1923 (Mother’s 
Day), that he began his regular min- 
istry with the Millville Church. On 


September 9 of 1923 he began alter- 
nating Sundays with Cogan House 
Church. The Cogan House ministry 
began when Mr. Lunger attended a 
meeting in the church addressed by 
his wife, and leaders of the congre- 
gation inquired whether he would 
be willing to fill their pulpit “for 
a few weeks until they got a min- 
ister.” The few weeks stretched out 
into almost thirty-three years. 

Both congregations engaged in 
building projects under Mr. Lunger’s 
down-to-earth and practical minis- 
try. The Cogan House Church built 
a community house about 1927 and 
expanded its program of community 
service. The Church was completely 
remodeled and modernized about 
1945. 

The congregation maintained a 
membership of approximately 50 
during years when practically all the 
young people of the community were 
moving to the city. It has always 
had a good record of mission giving, 
with its per capita giving one year 
topping that of all other churches 
in the county. Two young people 
from the congregation entered the 
ministry during Mr. Lunger’s serv- 
ice. When Mr. Lunger resigned his 
Cogan House ministry in the sum- 
mer of 1956, the church entered a 
pastoral unity with Emery’s Chris-— 
tian Church. 

The Millville church has gone 
through two complete remodelings 
over the last 35 years. Originally a 
typical one-room country church, 
with sloping floor and pulpit between 
the front doors, the building was re- 
modeled in 1926 at a cost of some 
$5,000. In 1948 a basement was ex- 
cavated and a modern kitchen and 
dining room installed. Two years 
ago the most extensive remodeling 

(Continued on page 25.) 
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Church Project in 
Santa Monica ... 


Housing for Aging 


SANTA MONICA, CALIF,—First 
Christian Church here is offering a 
solution to the housing needs of 
persons over 65. 

The answer is an apartment build- 
ing which will be erected for use 
next year—a 121-unit, 12-story 
apartment building which is close 
to shopping and civic center, bus 
lines and doctors’ offices. All this 
next door to the church. 

“Santa Monica Christian Towers” 
is a non-profit religious project for 
independent elderly persons. Nine 
men and women of First Christian 
Church here form the board of trus- 
tees and the pastor-counselor is the 
minister of First Church, Wales E. 
Smith. 


Occupancy agreements are now 
being made. There will be a “Chris- 
tian Towers” booth in exhibit hall 
at the International Convention as- 
sembly in Denver Aug. 28-Sept. 2. 


Apartment costs are being met by 
the charging of an entrance fee 
($1,600-$2,800) and a monthly resi- 
dence fee ($75 to $103) which pays 
for living space, utilities and opera- 
tion services. The apartments are 
modern in design and are to be 
completely equipped, with all kitchen 
appliances, wall to wall carpeting 
and window drapes. 

A ground-floor lounge will be 
adjacent to a dining room which 
opens onto a landscaped patio. Low- 
cost meals will be available in the 
dining room. 

Disciples are being given first 
preference, but the project is open 
to all. Information may be secured 
at the convention booth or by writ- 
ing to Santa Monica Christian Tow- 
ers, 609 Arizona Avenue, Santa 
Monica, Calif. 


“LOOK” Article Delayed 


St. Louts—The editors of Look 
magazine have advised the depart- 
ment of public relations of the In- 
ternational Convention that the an- 
ticipated article on the Christian 
Churches (Disciples of Christ) has 
been delayed in publication. 

It had been scheduled for distri- 
bution in connection with the as- 
sembly of the International Conven- 
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tion at Denver Aug. 28-Sept. 2. 


The article is now scheduled for 
a fall issue. 


Dedication in Atlanta 


ATLANTA, GA.—Eleven years after 
the founding of Brookhaven Chris- 
tian Church here by only 19 charter 
members, a $160,000 chapel and edu- 
cation unit were dedicated earlier 
this summer. 

Charles C. Thompson became pas- 
tor of the church in July, 1957, 
when there were 148 members. The 
congregation now numbers 252. 

At the June 14 dedication the 
speaker was President Riley B. 
Montgomery of The College of the 
Bible, Lexington, Ky. The building 
is the fifth new church structure to 
be erected in Greater Atlanta dur- 
ing the past nine years.—CHARLES 
F. SCHWAB 


DISCIPLES—several thousand of them—will be heading for Denver soon 
Many will travel Colorado on winding 


after this issue goes to press. 


ON UPWARD TRAIL TO DENVER 


Obituary 


Mary Hilton Lemmon 


Mrs. Mary Hilton Lemmon, who was 
a Disciples of Christ missionary to 
South America for 39 years, died July 
30 in Daytona Beach, Fla. 


Mrs. Lemmon and_  =>her husband, 
Robert B. Lemmon, had resided in 
DeLand, Fla., since their retirement in 
1957. Survivors include Mr. Lemmon, 
two sons and a daughter. 


Mrs. Lemmon was born in _ Dor- 
chester, Neb., and attended Cotner 
Colleg® at Lincoln; Butler University 
and the College of Missions in Indian- 
apolis. 

The Lemmons were sent to Buenos 
Aires, Argentina, in 1917 and served in 
education and evangelism there until 
their transfer in 1925 to Paraguay, 
where they served 31 years. 

At the time the Lemmons went to 
Paraguay, they were connected with a 
small, new primary school of five 
grades in Asuncion. The Lemmons 
provided educational leadership 
supervised the construction of the 
school and _ dormitories. The _ school, 
Colegio Internacional (International 
College), has grown to be a 14-year 
educational institution enrolling more 
than 800 


and 






Photo by Colorado Visitors Bureau 


mountain highways such as this, Trail Ridge Road, which goes through 
Rocky Mountain National Park. The 1959 International Convention assem- 
bly will be held Aug. 28-Sept. 2. 
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I Will Choose 
for Him 


by J. Warren Hastings 


T IS an unwise move to stand in 

the way of the work of God. Re- 
cently a fine man of unusual prom- 
ise came to me to talk over his 
plans of going into the ministry. “It 
will be a glorious thing to have you 
in the ministry and I am glad you 
have made that decision,” I said to 
him. 

“I have wanted for many years to 
give my life to full-time service for 
Christ. I don’t think I would be 
happy unless I did. He means every- 
thing in the world to me. I want 
my life to count for him,” he said. 

“Have you thought over all the 
sacrifices?” I inquired. 

He sat very -erect in the chair in 
my office and with his dark blue 
eyes centered on mine, said: “I have 
considered every hardship, every 
sacrifice, and I am anxious and 


ready to give my all to the service 
of Christ.” 





Your Face in this Mirror 


by Dwight E. Stevenson 












The Stranger in M 
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A New Book in Faith for Life Series 
i < 


Other books in the series include: 

The Big Difference by Barton Hunter 
House by 

How Free Are You? be Robert Hamill 

Come and See by John E. Skoglund 


Published by The Bethany Press for the Co- 
operative Publication Association. 


Christian Board of Publication 
Box 179, St. Louis 66, Mo. 


We had a word of prayer, shook 
hands, and he left. 

In a few days his father called 
for an appointment. I could see 
when he came into my office that 
he was upset. “Has John been in 
to see you?” he asked me. 

“Yes, he has, he told me that he 
had decided to prepare himself for 
the Christian ministry and I am 
very glad,” I said. 

He practically shouted at me as 
he stood before my desk. “Well, we 
don’t want him to go into the min- 
istry and his mother and I are de- 
pending on you to talk him out of 
it. John does not know enough 
about life to make a decision like 
that. He doesn’t know what he 
wants to do with his life. 

“His mother and I don’t want him 
living off the offering plates of a 
church. John is a bright young 
man and I am sure he can make 
good in my profession of engineer- 
ing.” 

As he moved toward the door he 
said with great emphasis: “We are 
counting on you to help us in this 
matter. Talk him out of it.” Be- 
fore I could answer, he was gone. 

In a few days John came into my 
office and told me he had changed 
his mind: that he was going ‘into 
engineering. His father and mother 
had done their work well. 











Walter Sikes 








This book shows how to find yourself in the pages 
of the Bible and how best to read the Bible. 
author applies biblical illustrations to interpretation 
of human action, psychology and ethics. 
how it is possible to find in the Bible the keys to 
self-knowledge, understanding of God’s will and 
power, fellowship in the redemptive Christian com- 
munity, and a philosophy for sorrow and death. 
Especially written for older youth and young adults. 
96 pages, 75 cents 


Honoring Those Who 
Attended '09 Convention 


During the morning session of 
the International Convention As- 
sembly on Wednesday, Sept. 2, in 
Denver a dramatic-visual presenta- 
tion relating to the historic 1909 
Convention Assembly held in Pitts- 
burgh, Pa., will be given. 

The program committee for the 
assembly will recognize those who 
attended the Pittsburgh Convention. 

Those who attended the 1909 
Pittsburgh Convention, and plan to 
be at Denver, have been requested 
to check with the Information 
Booth, Exposition Hall, Municipal 
Auditorium, leaving their name and 
home address. They will be recog- 
nized at the morning session Sept. 
2, aS part of the drama. 


@ Jack E. Sanders 


Named Seminary Provost 


INDIANAPOLIS—Jack E. Sanders, 
associate director of development at 
Christian Theological Seminary here, 
has been named provost. 

He will relate local churches to 
the seminary and will serve as the 
executive director of alumni affairs. 
He will also be concerned with 
“seminary relations” on all levels. 
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Brotherhood News 





East Dallas Panel on Family Living 





¥ 


HIGH SCHOOL YOUNG PEOPLE Jerry Hanna and Gwen Chil- 
ders (at left) and two parents, Mrs. L. N. D. Wells, Jr., and Horace 
Sanders, served as a panel considering the topic ‘Living Together in 
the Christian Family” at a program emphasizing the Christian 
family at East Dallas Christian Church. 


At both morning worship services 
the, emphasis was on the Christian 
family and at one service the pastor, 
W. A. Welsh, delivered a televised 
sermon on “The Family Spirit.” 
Guest leader for family week was 
Dr. Paul Wassenich, professor of reli- 
gion at Texas Christian University. 


Miss Sheryl Youde 
Granted Fellowship 


Graduate Honored 


GRANTS Pass, ORE.—Miss Sheryl 
Youde, member of the First Chris- 
tian Chureh here, was awarded a 
Fulbright fellowship to study in the 
Philippines for the coming academic 
year. She will do 
graduate work at 
Silliman Univer- 
sity in the Philip- 
pines. 

She left for the 
Far East on June 7 
10, shortly after © 
her graduation 
from Oregon 
State College. 

Miss Youde 
served as presi- 
dent of Mortar 
Board, senior wo- 
men’s honorary, 
and has been president of the 
Disciples Student Fellowship at 
Corvallis. She has been a leader 
in campus religious council work. 

Another honor was accorded Miss 
Youde during the baccalureate serv- 
ices, June 7. She was chosen out of 


Miss Youde 
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the graduating class of over 1,600, 
to read the scripture—Ray S. 
HEWITT 


To Council Committee 


HousToN—W. Ray Starke, elder 
of the Bethany Christian Church 
and district governor of the Chris- 
tian Men’s Fellowships of the Chris- 
tian Churches, has been chosen sec- 
retary of the “Committee on the 
Christian and His Daily Work” of 
the Council of Churches of Greater 
Houston. 

The committee arranges confer- 
ences for laymen to meet in occupa- 
tional groups to consider religious 
obligations in their daily work. 

Starke’s appointment was an- 
nounced by Edwin deF. Bennett of 
Saint Peter’s Episcopal Church of 
Pasadena, Texas.—GAYLE HArRIS, 
Correspondent-at-Large 


Fifth Anniversary 


HoustoN—Spring Branch Chris- 
tian Church observed its fifth an- 
niversary July 12. At the 8:30 
morning worship service, five mem- 
bers of the congregation related the 
history of the church for the year 
they joined. 

The church was organized under 
the sponsorship of the joint board of 
Christian Churches in Harris 
County, in July, 1954. The first min- 
ister was Dr. James A. Crain, who 
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served for seven months. He was 
scucceeded by the present pastor, 
Charles H. Brown.—GAYLE HARRIS 


TO NEW MINISTRIES 


@N. Calif. Executive... 
To Pastorate Oct. 1 


C. Severns to Phoenix 


PHOENIX, ARIz.—Dr. Charles W. 
Severns, general secretary for the 
Christian Churches of Northern 
California, will become pastor of 
Phoenix Christian Church, Oct. 1, 
succeeding Tom C. Polk. 

A graduate of Chapman College, 
Los Angeles, he took his graduate 
work at the University of Southern 
California and The College of the 
Bible, Lexington, Ky. He holds an 
honorary doctor of divinity degree 
from Chapman College. He has 
served churches in Kentucky and 
California. 

Dr. Severns was president of the 
San Diego Council of Churches and 
vice-president of North California 
Council of Churches. In 1952 he 
was a delegate to the World Con- 
vention of Christian Churches in 
Melbourne, Australia. 


A ARLINGTON, VA.—Joe T. Lindsoe 
has begun duties as associate pastor 
of Wilson Boulevard Christian 
Church, Arlington, Va., where Glen- 
dale Burton is pastor. 

Mr. Lindsoe was ordained by the 
Arlington church. 

A graduate of The College of the 
Bible, Lexington, Ky., and Lynch- 
burg College, Lynchburg, Va., he 
served for 2% years as minister of 
Christian education at Seventh 
Street Christian Church, Richmond. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lindsoe and their 


daughter have moved to Falls 
Church, Va. 
A MIDLAND, 'TExAS—Donald Merle 


Good has been installed as associate 
minister of First Christian Church 
here. He has been serving the con- 
gregation for several weeks. Pastor 
of the church is Richard B, Clay- 
borne. 


AST. JOSEPH, Mo.—Max R. Jenkins 
was ordained to the Christian min- 
istry and installed as associate pas- 
tor of First Church here in special 
ceremonies June 14. 

Richard M. Pope, professor of 
church history at The College of the 
Bible, Lexington, Ky., preached the 
ordination sermon and Lester B. 
Rickman, executive secretary of the 
Missouri association of Christian 
Churches, conducted the installation. 
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At Drake Divinity School 


Development Institute 


Des MoINEs, Iowa—Rural churches 
must form a working union with the 
larger city and county-seat churches 
if they are to survive. 

This was the prophecy of Prof. 
Ray E. Wakely, Iowa State Univer- 
sity sociologist, at the Church De- 
velopment and Expansion Institute 
held at the Divinity School of Drake 
University here. 


Both churches and the town may 
go out of existence because modern 
society is moving toward bigness, 
specialization, urbanization and in- 
terdependence, said Prof. Wakely. 


“Few Iowa towns with less than 
500 population can maintain one in- 
dependent church, and no small town 
can maintain more than one of 
standard size,” Wakely said. 


Wakely told the 75 ministers and 
lay persons attending the institute 
that a larger unified church staff 
will serve both large and small 
church. He stated that one strong 
church must provide leadership for 
an integrated system. A union of 
small churches probably would dis- 
integrate for lack of leadership, he 
said. 

The institute, the first of its kind 
in Iowa, was sponsored by the Iowa 
Society of Christian Churches, the 
United Christian Missionary Society, 
and The Divinity School. 

Other institute speakers were: J. 
Clinton Bradshaw, of the United So- 
ciety staff; Judson E. Fiebiger, su- 
perintendent for the Congregational 
Christian Church conference of Iowa; 
Arthur J. Stanley, national director 
of urban work, UCMS; and Willard 
M. Wickizer, executive chairman of 
division of home missions and Chris- 
tian education, UCMS.—Bruce C. 
MOSHER 


500 Present ... 


Hiram Pilgrimage 


HIRAM, OHIO—Over 500 persons, 
more than double the attendance 
in any recent year, attended the an- 
nual Hiram Pilgrimage sponsored by 
the Cleveland Disciples Union June 
14, 

For the first time the program 
was youth oriented, with over half 
of those attending being Christian 
Youth Fellowship members from five 
districts. 


Willis R. Jones, director of church 
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relations for Hiram College, spoke 
on “Thou Hast Set My Feet in a 
Large Room,” the same theme he 
used in being the Pilgrimage speaker 
seven years ago. 


Mr. Jones repeated as pertinent 
now a statement developed in No- 
vember, 1952, by a conference repre- 
senting the college and the churches 
of Ohio, “With a conviction that 
Hiram College and the Christian 
Churches must stand together, think 
together and work together, this 
conference has been called.” 

Conducted tours of the campus 
were held early in the afternoon, 
followed by the main program at 
which Mr. Jones spoke. After a pic- 
nic dinner and vespers, at which 
Hunter Beckelhymer, pastor of 
Hiram Church, spoke, the new 
Olympic size swimming pool was 
opened for the use of everyone pres- 
ent.—CLybDE H. Evans 


© Bulletins 
College of the Bible 


LEXINGTON, Ky.—With the com- 
pletion of ten years’ service by Presi- 
dent Riley B. Montgomery, The Col- 
lege of the Bible, Lexington, Ky., 
noted a decade of steady growth. 

When Dr. Montgomery took office 
in 1949, 93 students were enrolled 
and 11 students graduated. In 1959 
the total enrollment was 175. A 
record class of 41 graduated in June. 


The school’s financial assets have 
risen from slightly over a million 
dollars in 1949 to well over three 
million dollars this year. The pres- 
ent construction program, now near- 
ing completion, is part of the Cen- 
tennial Development Program in- 
augurated in 1955. 

Aiming at a goal of $5,500,000 by 
1965, the program now has pledges 
totaling $1,628,713.23. When com- 
pleted the added facilities will ac- 
commodate 300 students. 


Dedication ceremonies for the new 
buildings, including four apartment 
buildings, the Ministers’ Memorial 
Fellowship Hall and an office-class- 
room addition, are scheduled for 
Sept. 24. 


A Thirty-three years’ continuous 
service as president of the Kentucky 
Christian Education Society has 
ended for Dr. Charles Lynn Pyatt. 
Since 1926 Dr. Pyatt, now dean 
emeritus of The College of the Bible, 
has headed the organization which 
was founded in 1855 “for the purpose 





of promoting the spiritual strength 
of the churches and providing a 
trained and educated ministry.” 


During Dr. Pyatt’s tenure the So- 
ciety has given nearly $100,000 in 
scholarships to students who have at- 
tended Transylvania College and The 
College of the Bible in preparation 
for the Christian ministry. It has 
no official connection with either 
school. 


At its annual meeting, held at 
The College of the Bible, the So- 
ciety elected Dr. Myron T. Hopper, 
present dean of the seminary, as its 
new president and secretary. 


Disciple Yale Grads 


NEw HAVEN, CONN.—Eleven Dis- 
ciples received the B.D. degree, two 
received the S.T.M. degree and one 
received the Ph.D. degree during the 
June commencement of Yale Uni- 
versity Divinity School. 

Those receiving B.D. degrees were: 
Lawrence Charles Becker, Robert 
William Croskerry, Joseph Jefferson 
Hamilton, Frank Robert Helme, Ken- 
neth Earl Henry, Richard Bruce Ken- 
ney, Raymond F. McCallister, Jr., 
Thomas James Mullen, William Tay- 
lor Nowlan, Harold Lamar Sawyer, 
and A. Lee Schomer. 


Robert Ellis Gartman and Keith 
Dwain Stephenson received S.T.M. 
degrees and Davis Glenn Rose was 
awarded the Ph.D. degree. 


Two members of the graduating 
class are going to Europe to study 
during the coming year—Mr. Ham- 
ilton and Mr. Kenney. 


A Lawrence Becker was ordained by 
the Canner Street Christian Church, 
May 24. The service was conducted 
by Harry Baker Adams and Chester 
Sillars. Mr. Adams is on the staff 
of the divinity school and Mr. Sillars 
is Northwestern area executive sec- 
retary for the Disciples of Christ. 
Also sharing in the ordination of Mr. 
Becker was Parker Rossman of the 
Yale Divinity School faculty. Mr. 
and Mrs. Becker will remain in New 
Haven where he will begin post- 
graduate work in physics preparing 
for overseas missionary work in an 
Asian university. 

Frank Helme will remain in the 
New York-New Jersey area as the 
area director of religious education. 

Kenneth Henry, president of the 
senior class of the Yale Divinity 
School, led the representatives of his 
class to receive the diplomas from 
the president of the university at 
the commencement. He also spoke 
for the class at the divinity school 
commencement. 

Richard Bruce Kenney was or- 
dained by the First Christian Church, 
Jefferson City, Mo. Born in Jeffer- 

(Continued on page 30.) 


(1111) 23 











NEWS CAPSULES 


@ Construction is expected to begin 
soon on the $562,200 P. H. Welshimer 
Memorial Library at Milligan Col- 
lege in Tennessee, the gift of T. W. 
Phillips, Jr., Charitable Trust and 
the Phillips family of Butler, Pa. 
The library will house 100,000 vol- 
umes and serve a potential student 
body of 750. 


@ James A. Moak, general secretary 
for the Christian Churches of Ken- 
tucky, was guest speaker at the 
First Christian Church, Bowling 
Green, Ky., on Pentecost Sunday. 
The $45,000 mortgage on the new 
education building constructed in 
1955-56 was burned as a part of the 
morning worship service. The con- 
gregation has adopted plans for a 
$200,000 new sanctuary. Construc- 
tion began in June. 


@ Texas Christian University’s presi- 
dent, M. E. Sadler, was the honored 
guest at a midsummer jamboree 
party Aug. 3. The affair included 
a bahquet at the university and the 
Opening performance of Sigmund 
Romberg’s “Student Prince” at Fort 
Worth’s new theater-in-the-round, 
Casa Manana. 

Dr. Sadler will become the uni- 
versity’s first chancellor in Septem- 
ber. 


@ Minister Emeritus Charles M. Wat- 
son of First Church Santa Monica, 
Calif., has been named “minister of 
the stewardship of wills and church 
visitor” for the Santa Monica Church. 
He will serve for at least 18 months 
in this capacity it was announced 
in Our Church Life, the parish news 
bulletin of First Christian Church. 


@ ira A. Kirk has been serving for 
three months as pastor of Park Hill 
Christian Church, North Little Rock, 
Ark. Installed May 17, he was form- 
erly pastor of the Rocky Mount, 
N. C., church. 


@ The Christian Men’s Fellowship of 
First Christian Church, McPherson, 
Kan., recently initiated monthly 
breakfast meetings. On one occa- 
sion the speaker was the coach from 
McPherson College. Those who were 
present signed a covenant to con- 
duct family devotions. 


@ Oakland Christian Church, Colum- 
bia, Mo., held a revival, June 9-21 
with Faust Matthews of Springfield, 
Mo., as visiting pastor. There were 
16 additions, fifteen by confession, 
providing 22 new members recorded 
from Easter to June 21. 
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Kermit Crawley is pastor of the 
church. 


@ A reception for Mr. and Mrs. Rob- 
ert H. Richter was held at First 
Christian Church, Portland, Ore., 
May 24 following the eleven o’clock 
service of worship. Mr. Richter has 
been minister of Christian education 
at the church for three years, and 
has become pastor of a new congre- 
gation at Sunnyvale, Calif. 


@R. T. Crowe, pastor of the Chris- 
tian Church at New Albany, Ind., 
reports that two recent additions 
have made a total of 700 during his 
15-year tenure as_ pastor. The 
church has five senior high young 
people and 10 intermediates attend- 
ing summer camp. 





DONALD L. LANIER (center) was 
ordained at Central Christian Church, 
Decatur, Ill., June 14. 

Dr. Carrell W. Flewelling, who re- 
cently retired as pastor, hands Lanier 
the certificate of ordination. Dr. 
Dwight E. Stevenson, professor of 
homiletics at The College of the Bi- 
ble, Lexington, Ky. (left), delivered 
the ordination sermon. After com- 
pleting his work at C.O.B. in June, 
he accepted a call to the Arcola, 
Tll., Christian Church. 


@ Jim Clardy, Dick Clardy, Richard 
Hoffman and Charles Peckham, all 
Eagle Scouts, received God and 
Country Awards at special services 
conducted at East Whittier Church, 
Whittier, Calif. These scouts did 
the required work under direction 
of the minister, Frank L. Purnell. 


@ During the worship service at 
Suitland Christian Church in Wash- 
ington, D. C., a service of dedication 
was conducted for a 24-inch brass 
cross, a pair of brass candlesticks and 
a pair of brass flower vases, dedicated 
in memory of Mrs. Margaret Tisdall, 
wife of the minister, who died Nov. 
25, 1958. 

The cross and candlesticks were 
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given by the Central Christian 
Church of Newport, Ky., where the 
Tisdalls ministered from 1949 to 
1952. The flower vases were given 
by the McLachlen Club of the Mc- 
Lachlen Bank in Washington, D. C., 
where Mrs. Tisdall was employed 
from February, 1955, until her death. 


@ Gaylord Mullins has been pastor 
of First Church, Jasper, Ala., since 
April 15. He had formerly served 
the Pritchard Christian Church. At 
Jasper, he succeeded Maurice Mar- 
ling, who has now become pastor at 
Dothan, Ala. Mr. Mullins is a re- 
tired Army chaplain who has com- 
pletely recovered from a heart attack 
which occurred subsequent to disa- 
bilities incurred during World War 
II. 





BOOKS RECEIVED 


The Mind of St. Paul. By William Bar- 
Poy A Harper and Brothers. 256 pages. 
Thomas. By Nathaniel Christensen. 
Vantage Press, Inc. 218 pages. $3.75. 
The Ascent From Below. By William 
L. Reese. Houghton Mifflin Company. 
472 pages. ae 

The Cross on the Mountain. By Sher- 
wood Eliot Wirt. Thomas Y. Crowell 
Company. 129 pages. $2.75. 

The Romance of Selling and As I Maun- 
der Along. By William Berneking. 
Bruce Humphries, Inc. 61 pages. $2.75. 
Bees in Amber. By John Oxenham. 
— H. Revell Company. 124 pages. 


Handbook of Private Schools. Porter 
Sargent, Publishers. 1344 pages. $10. 
A Church Tour. By G. Martin Ruoss. 
Greenwich Book Publishers. 35 pages. 


50. 
Two Thousand Tongues to Go. By 
Ethel E. Wallis and Mary A. Bennett. 
Harper and Brothers. 308 pages. $3.95. 
A Guide to the Parables of Jesus. By 
Hillyer H. Straton. William B. Eerd- 
—_ Publishing Company. 198 pages. 


By George T. 
Vantage Press, Inc. 177 


Halley’s Bible Handbook, Henry H. 
Halley. Jewell F. Stevens Company. 
968 pages. $3. 


$3.50. 

The Lighted Candle. 
Armstrong. 
pages. $2.50. 


Silver Anniversary 









os © a So. ee 
KNOXVILLE, TENN.—T. J. Matting- 
ly, pastor of First Christian Church 
here, was honored recently by the 
congregation during a family fun 
night dinner. He and Mrs. Mat- 
tingly were presented with a silver 
service by Mrs. Ab Will (left). Twen- 
ty-five years ago Mr. Mattingly 
preached his first sermon at the 
Christian Church, Maceo, Ky. 
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—BARGAIN-BUYER’S 


(Continued from page 15.) 


ing with his gum in his front 
teeth and still grinning so I got 
out the money and handed it to 
him. “Yours, I presume,” I said. 

Jake shook his head. ‘“Unh, 
unh. Theirs.” 

“That’s right,” said Vern, not 
even looking poker-faced any 
more. “Ours.” 

I looked at Jim. 

“Ours,” he said. ‘Twenty here, 
thirty to Vern, ten for Hank, ten 
for Paul, and four bits for Marty 
when he comes in.” 

I looked back at Jake. If he’d 
lost, I wondered, why was he 
still grinning and playing with 
his gum like that? ‘You lost,” I 
said, ‘and they won.” 

“T lost,” said Jake. 

“You were lying then,” I said 

“Nope,” said Vern. ‘There 
was cork in the crankcase all 
right. All chopped up in the oil.” 

“How come you lost then?” I 
asked. 

“Friendly Frank Davis gave me 
a new car,” said Jake. “He made 
good on that. stupid slogan. 
Claimed he took my car on a 
trade day before I got it. Swore 
he didn’t know about the cork. 
None of us had seen it on the 
lot before, so with the new car 
and all we figured he was on the 
straight and narrow all right. 
So, I lost. Only got a new car. 
I’m giving up betting. Too much 


‘bad luck.” 


Everybody laughed, partly at 
what Jake was saying and partly, 
I guess, at the way my mouth 
must have dropped when I heard 
at. 

“Of course, that isn’t all,” said 
Hank. “Frank wants us all to 
go to church with him Sunday 
night.” 

“You going?” I asked. 

“Why not?” said Hank. “Jim 
and Vern have to anyway. The 
rest of us owe quite a chunk 
to Frank. Besides, look what 
happened to Frank.” 

“Jake, too?” I asked. 

“Me, too,” said Jake. 
the first one he asked.” 

That’s how come the store gang 
all showed up at the Baptist 


“T was 
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church Sunday night. They sat 
in the back, and Friendly Frank 
Davis was right in the middle of 
them between Jake Willis and 
Vern Paulson. Marty and I went 
too. 

It was a good sermon, but 
nothing really happened that 
night. The Army didn’t call for 
Jake for a month, so he and the 
others went to church the next 
Sunday as well and then the next 
one, morning and evening both. 

On the third Sunday night Jake 
went to the front. You could al- 
most have figured it by the ques- 
tions he’d ask and the things 
he’d talk about in the store. 
we all cried to see him go up 
front, even Vern, because we 
knew how bad he wanted to. 

It took the rest of us a couple 
more weeks, but we all got there. 
I guess the thing that really 
clinched it was when Jake took 
his new car back to Friendly 
Frank and owned up to putting 
the cork in the old one himself. 
First seeing what happened to 
Frank and now the way Jake was 
acting was like having double 
proof that what they and the 
Baptist minister had been saying 
was true. 

That’s the way Vern Paulson 
put it to Hank and me when we 
were up front together. 


—UNIQUE MINISTRY 
(Continued from page 19.) 


job of all was carried through at a 
cost of $35,000. The building, re- 
dedicated on May 5, 1957, is a model 
for a small-town church. Although 
he had asked to be relieved of re- 
sponsibility before, Mr. Lunger 
agreed with the board to remain 
with them until the mortgage in- 
curred on the latest remodeling was 
paid. The mortgage was burned on 
Mother’s Day this year, when Mr. 
Lunger presented his resignation. 

Since resigning from the Cogan 
House church, Mr. Lunger has been 
preaching for the Millville congrega- 
tion each Sunday. Though he and 
his wife continue to make their 
home in Williamsport, they have 
given considerable time to the 
church during the week. 

The Millville church has shown 
growth in every department. Mem- 
bership over the period of Mr. 
Lunger’s ministry has more than 
quadrupled, to a total of 198. Its 
total giving for the year 1958 was 


$11,529.03. One young man from 
this congregation has gone into the 
ministry. 

Since his retirement from the 
postal service, Mr. Lunger has been 
able to give still more time to 
church activities beyond the local 
church he has served. He has been 
a member of the state board, and, 
with his wife, has taught at young 
people’s conference. Last year he 
was first vice-president of the state 
convention. 

Mr. Lunger’s service to these 
churches may provide a suggestion 
for answering one of the most sig- 
nificant problems among Disciples— 
how to supply ministers for smaller 
congregations. Mr. Lunger has been 
glad to be at least a part of the 
answer for the past 36 years. 


See You 
At Denver! 


BY ROGER T. NOOE 


Minister Ecumenical 
Vine Street Christian Church 
Nashville, Tennessee 


This is a surprise anticipation 
for us. Until a few days ago we 
who have missed not many con- 
ventions during the past fifty 
years were counting ourselves out 
of the coming Denver fellowship. 

We were prepared, or at least 
we thought we were prepared, to 
make the best of -this loss. Our 
decision to forego this Conven- 
tion was made because we 
thought it would be just too hot 
driving from Nashville to Denver. 

But we changed our minds. 
Now we are lifting up our eyes 
unto the mountains. We are 
thinking of all the friends we 
will see, of all the fellowship we 
will enjoy, of sermons and ad- 
dresses that will lift what is low 
and -illumine what is dark. We 
are thinking of depths of worship 
that will come, particularly of 
the Holy Communion. 

Even now we are lifting up our 
eyes to the mountain of the 
Lord’s House, which we trust a 
Disciples Convention in its ecu- 
menical outreach will help to 
establish upon the hills, so estab- 
lish in unity and ministry that 
the nations will run unto it. 

Best of all this convention will 
have the spirit of the Eternal call- 
ing us all to discipline and dedi- 
cation. 

See you at Denver! 
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‘*¥You Are What You Read’’ 


UNITY MESSAGES 


Horizons of Christian Community. 
by Paul S. Minear. The Bethany 
Press. 127 pages. $2.75. 


This book is a very good place 
in which to see the kind of thinking 
which is being done these days about 
the church in theological circles and 
in the the circles of the World Coun- 
cil of Churches. It is profound 
thinking, of a type not very famii- 
iar a generation ago, aimed at grasp- 
ing the inner meaning and total 
sweep of biblical and especially of 
New Testament concepts. It is 
thinking done with what the author 
calls a “growing awareness of the 
mystery of the church’s nature.” 

Compared 
with this vast 
mystery, con- 
ventional ideas 
of the church 
are often, as 
the author 
says, trivial 
and narrow. 
And, as he also 
points out, a 
given com- 
munion may 
appeal to the 
New Testa- 
ment to justify 
some particular practice without at 
the same time listening with equal 
intentness to the same New Testa- 
ment to discover what the real 
church actually is. 

The categories employed to elu- 
cidate the nature of the church are 
the doxological, antagonistic, typo- 
logical, and_ eschatological. Al- 
though this source is not mentioned 
these categories sound as if they 
were derived from Ethelbert Stauf- 
fer’s New Testament Theology; at 
any rate they may be studied further 
in that work. 

Doxologically, the church inherits 
God’s glory by standing at the point 
where God glorifies men and men 
glorify God. Antagonistically (as 
Stauffer uses this word), the church 
is God’s army in the warfare with 
the army of Satan. 

Typologically, the church is the 
city of God, like the old Jerusalem 
and like the heavenly city to come. 
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Eschatologically, it stands in the 
time between the inauguration and 
the consummation of the coming 
kingdom. 

Sometimes the application of these 
categories seems forced, as when the 
Lord’s Prayer is treated primarily 
as a battle prayer. But on the whole 
they bring out what the author 
rightly calls “awesome and even ter- 
rifying proportions” in the nature of 
the church, the remembrance of 
which might well “reduce to proper 
proportion those stubborn factors 
which alienate existing Christian 
communions from one another.” 

These were the William Henry 
Hoover Lectures on Christian Unity 
at the Disciples Divinity House at 
the University of Chicago in 1958.— 
JACK FINEGAN 


TEEN EVANGELISM 


Evangelism for Teen-Agers. By 
Howard W. Ellis. Abingdon Press. 
112 pages. $1. 


A “do-it-yourself” book about 
youth-to-youth evangelism, this lit- 
tle book makes a strong appeal for 
high school teen-agers (15-18) and 
their adult leaders to undertake 
seriously the task of evangelism of 
other teen-agers. Since large num- 
bers of this age-group in America 
are not active in the church and 
many that are tend to be lost to 
the church in these crucial years, 
the author stresses the fact that 
young people in the church must 
show those outside the church the 
real meaning and power of the “re- 
demptive fellowship.” 

The organized movement of this 
“newer evangelism” through visita- 
tion and programming has a sound 
basis and takes into consideration 
the need for young people to be 
genuinely committed to Jesus Christ 
and interested in their fellow youth. 
It offers a hopeful new means of 
providing a satisfying religious ex- 
perience for growing young people 
and a way of channeling their en- 
thusiasm into activities with deep 
spiritual significance. 

It is a practical book intended to 
provide specific help in how to in- 
spire and lead youth in a program 
of evangelism. There are many help- 
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ful suggestions in it, and the book 
should prove beneficial to adult 
workers and youth groups who seek 
to revitalize their activities through 
outreach and service to others.— 
KELSIE G. MARTIN 


MENTAL BREAKDOWN 


Light Beyond Shadows. By R. 
Frederick West. Macmillan. 160 
pages. $3.75. 


This book is the story of a mental 
breakdown, the recovery from it, 
and its outcome, by a member of 
one of the most distinguished fami- 
lies of ministers in our brotherhood. 

It is completely a personal story, 
covering the events from the day 
in November, 1953, when Dr. West 
collapsed while preaching and did 
not awake until he found himself in 
a mental hospital. 


The subtitle of the book is, “A 
Minister and Mental Health,” and it 
is a critical study of the psychologi- 
cal and psychiatric, physical and re- 
ligious problems involved in the 
long, slow process of rehabilitation, 
all told in personal terms. 


The writer does not attempt to be 
anything other than a Christian 
minister in his advice. As he him- 
self has said, “It is written for 
former and potential patients, and 
for their relatives and friends. They 
know that I am a minister, not a 
doctor; not an expert, but an ex- 
patient. . Mild nervous break- 
downs are fashionable. . . . How- 
ever, my condition was critical, and 
I was in both private and state men- 
tal institutions. No one wants to 
be that modern.” 

Dr. West, formerly minister of 
Hillyer Memorial Christian Church, 
Raleigh, North Carolina, and now 
pastor of a newly formed congrega- 
tion in the same city,. puts his ex- 
cellent training and experience in 
philosophy, theology and counseling 
to good use as he analyzes problems 
in terms of his own experience. 

In our judgment, this book could 
easily take its place along with the 
popular Fear Strikes Out, the story 
of Jim Piersall, professional base- 
ball player, and his similar struggle 
to recovery.—H. E. S. 
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For Mr. and Mrs, J. L. Bartlett 


Ordination-Dedication 

John L. Bartlett, who became pas- 
tor of First Christian Church, Salem, 
Calif., July 1, was ordained to the 
ministry and Shirley R. Bartlett was 
dedicated to service as a minister’s 
wife, in First Christian Church, Clin- 
ton, Mo., June 21. 

The date approximated the anni- 
versaries of the couple’s high school 
graduation, wedding, and John’s de- 
cision to enter the ministry, all dur- 
ing the pastorate of George S. Caro- 
land, who is now the associate edi- 
tor of youth publications for the 
Christian Board of Publication. 

Mr. Caroland presided at the after- 
noon service of ordination and dedi- 
cation. The sermon was delivered 
by Richard M. Pope, professor of 
church history at The College of the 
Bible, Lexington, Ky. The charge 
was by Horace N. Moore, represent- 
ing the Missouri Association of 
Christian Churches. Morris Beard 
of Harrisonville _ represented 
churches of the district and pre- 
sented the certificate of ordination. 

Among other participants were: 
Vernon Blankenship, pastor of the 
Clinton church; Paul Rathbun, min- 
ister, Paris, Missouri; Elder John 


Ham, chairman of the examining 
committee; and ordaining elders 


representing the churches in LaDue, 
Clinton, and Flemington, Mo., Cen- 
tral Church, Springfield, Mo., and 
Zearing, Iowa; Alice M. Jones, solo- 
ist, Zearing, Iowa; and Miss Sharon 
Rose Martin, organist, Clinton, Mo. 
John Bartlett received his A.B. 





In the reception line, following the 

ordination-dedication service for Mr. 

and Mrs. John L. Bartlett, Clinton, 

Mo., Mr. Bartlett is shown posing 

with George Caroland (center), of 

St. Louis, Mo., and Richard M. Pope 
of Lexington, Ky. 


Brotherhood News 


from Drury College, Springfield, Mo., 
and his B.D. from The Divinity School 
of Drake University, Des Moines, 
Iowa. 





@ The Kennedy Memorial Christian 
Home, a pay-type home for men 
and women over 65 years of age, 
has published a new brochure de- 
scribing the services of the NBA- 
affiliated home. Copies may be se- 
cured from W. Dean Mason, Admin- 
istrator, The Kennedy Memorial 
Christian Home, 210 W. Pike Street, 
Martinsville, Ind. 





ARE YOU AN 
UNPUBLISHED AUTHOR? 


Qur program has enabled many writers to see their 
manuscripts published. We are interested in work by 
new authors on all subjects: poetry, fiction, non- 
fiction, juveniles, and religious books. Submit your 
manuscript for free editorial evaluation to: 


GREENWICH BOOK PUBLISHERS, INC. 
Atten.: Mr, Fiske 489 Fifth Ave., N.Y.C. 





SELL FRESH PECANS 
Organizations earn extra money 
selling quality nuts. New crop 
available November 7. 

Write 
CRAWFORD’S 
370 Davis Avenue Mobile, Ala. 
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A QUARTET OF 
ORGANIZATIONAL-HELP 
BOOKS 


recently published by 
The Bethany Press 


Christian Board of Publication 
Box 179, St. Louis 66, Missouri 


HOW TO BUILD A CHURCH LIBRARY by 
Christine Buder. ‘‘. .. a practical handbook 

. one of the best that we have seen.’’—Amer- 
ican Library Association Bulletin. This book 
gives all the information necessary to success- 
fully plan and operate a church library in- 
ras a library dedication service. 15A299, 

1.00 


386, $1. 


HOW TO CONDUCT RELIGIOUS RADIO 
PROGRAMS by James E. Kimsey. Techniques 
and mechanics of radio presentation are thor- 
oughly explained and valuable suggestions are 
given on script preparation and delivery. 
Solution to basic problems of the radio minis- 
try will help ministers use effectively this 
great potential. -10H387, $1.00 


HOW TO REACH GROUP pce rend 
ee ae Practicable and 
or 


dures, “ ie ee t 
function of the SuUanan aad. tie aeeee of 
ficers, etc. 10H388, $1.00 
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TOWARD A 
BETTER CHURCH 





Samuel F. Pugh 


Information Please 


OULD you give seven or 
eight hours a week of your 
time, ten per cent of your in- 
come, and a large share of enthu- 
siasm to an organization about 
which you knew very little? The 
obvious answer is “No” and yet 
churches expect their members to 
give loyal support to a congrega- 
tion when many do not know the 
names of the founders of our 
movement or the chairman of the 
board of the local congregation. 
Some members do not know 
the size of the brotherhood or the 
total membership of the congre- 
gation. They have never been 
told the location of “‘their’’ church 
school classrooms or the pastor’s 
study. 

It is true that we emphasize 
membership in the church uni- 
versal but new members are con- 
cerned likewise with facts and 
faces around them. The neglect 
is not intentional. In fact it is 
not even recognized. 

One simple way for a group of 
twenty-five or less to get ac- 
quainted with each other is for 
all to be seated in a circle and 
have one person begin by giving 
his name. Each succeeding per- 
son names in order those who 
have introduced themselves and 
adds his own name and some sim- 
ple statement. 

The conversation might go 
something like this: “John 
Brown told Mary White who told 
Helen Black that today is a beau- 
tiful day.” Finally, after about 





Samuel F. Pugh is the executive 
director of church development for 
The United Christian Missionary 
Society, Indianapolis, Indiana. 
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twenty minutes the last person 
will know the name of everyone. 


It is simple, effective—and sur- 
prising to most—that names can 
be learned so easily. 

May we suggest that a church 
could well use a column of its 
weekly paper on several occasions 
to present facts about the history 
of the Disciples of Christ, figures 
from the Year Book, state lead- 
ers and program, local church 
concerns—whatever needs to be 
known by the congregation. To 
illustrate, here are some items 
that might be listed concerning 
the local congregation: 





Our church address is -.----__-- 
SOIQDHONG ..250205 oo. ct Ue 
Transportation: By bus 
By Sreet Car. 52 Se ed 
Pastor’s study located 
RNCS ROUTE. oso Fee 
Pastor’s home address 
Pen Geen ee 
We have___members of whom__-_ 
are nonresident (live out of 
community) 
ENO. PWMNINON oe ke 
This year’s budget -.___________ 
For others____Local program____ 
No. pledgers_____ (include tithers, 
10 per cent) 
Church paper: “The __________. fs 
Published____Subscription rate___ 
Seelen every 5 
Locations: Church Library 
Prayer Room 











It might be well to ask a group 
of new members what things they 
would like to have been told when 
they came into the church. When 
the list has been completed it 
would become the basis of in- 
formation for those yet to be- 
come a part of the church life. 

What did you need to know 
when you became a member? 
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NOT PLANNING TO STAY 

It is reported that two 
Russian space scientists 
died and, in due _ time, 
knocked at the pearly gates. 

When St. Peter recog- 
nized them, he said, “You 
fellows can’t come in here; 
you don’t believe in this 
place.” 

“Oh,” said one of the 
scientists, “we don’t want 
to come in. We’re looking 
for our little dog.” 

e@e 9 
QUICKER ... 

The grey-spatted suave 
American diplomat was a 
greatstoryteller. Ona 
visit to Mid-Africa, he re- 
lated a lengthy anecdote. 
His interpreter turned to 
the natives, said only four 
words, and everyone 
laughed heartily. 

“How,” asked the diplo- 
mat, “could you tell the 
story so quickly?” 

“Story too long,’ replied 
the interpreter, “so I say, 
‘He tell joke. Laugh.’” 

—WISCONSIN JOURNAL 
OF EDUCATION 
ee @ 
DEAD HEAT 
Neck and neck we both be- 
gan it, 
Starting green. the grass 
and I; 
We paced each other to the 
minute, 

Now we’re both mowed 

down and dry. 
—KEN KRAFT 
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—FAITH THAT COUNTS 
(Continued from page 6.) 


challenge and behavior of faith 
at its best. Hence, faith con- 
tinuously seeks of him confiden- 
tjal counsel, private in motivation 
but earth-wide in implementa- 
tion. 

All persons are potentially 
mystics. He who recognizes and 
accepts the potentiality seeks 
further to sensitize his spirit to 
God’s Spirit. Each soul experi- 
ence, he comprehends as such, 
woos it, polishes himself to let 
the contact become more inti- 
mate. 

When a driving urge nudges, 
it is Jesus knocking at heart’s 
door. When a question mark 
blocks a proposed line of action, 
it is the counsel of Jesus answer- 
ing an unvoiced query. When we 
are goaded to break conformity 
and to venture untried paths, it 
is Jesus’ daring to pioneer. 

In faith, expectations and find- 
ings coincide. Encountering life’s 
frustrations, faith feels a sense 
of prescient victory, a triumphal 
outcome already possessed prior 
to attainments, a participation in 
a success before it succeeds, a 
sort of advanced sharing in roy- 
alties and inheritances before 
their declarations, a blessedness 
in benefactions anticipating be- 
atification. By faith we inherit 
and by faith we possess the reals 
of Reality. 

In comparison with above con- 
cept of faith, how flimsy a thing 
of make-believe is that sort of 
preached substitute that reduces 
faith to an article of creed to 
which mental compliance can be 
publicly subscribed! The first 
makes the difference between life 
and death; the latter only sepa- 
rates conformists from _ icono- 
clasts. 

The Sermon on the Mount is 
for this world-as-is to make it 
into what-it-can-become; that is, 
the Kingdom of God on earth. 
It is living normally; living as we 
are innately supposed to live; it 
is fitting into the universe. It 
is the ideal of ideals of which ev- 
ery man dreams when he dreams 
dreams in utter selflessness. It is 
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the vision perfect at the end of 
each man’s subjective rainbow. 
Sometimes it glows so vividly 
that it colors all his thinking and 
behavior. At other times, under 
fustrating discouragements, it 
dims until he is able to rational- 
ize it away into nigh oblivion. 
Even there, occasionally it bestirs 
itself into restless discontent and 
wistful nostalgia. Only by un- 
deviatingly fixing one’s goal upon 





A Discovery 


by D’dee Lanier 


Every day, for many days, as 
I would step out of the kitchen 
door a bird would try to attack. 
The chirping and furry of wings 
would increase as the mocking- 
bird swept down toward the door. 

At first, I thought it was be- 
cause of Midget, our puppy that 
darted out to play in the morn- 
ings. But on further investiga- 
tion and with great expectancy, 
I discovered a nest! High in the 
oak tree, three heads and beaks 
pointed like fingers toward God’s 
heaven. Mother Mockingbird was 
protecting her young. 





Kingdom impossible perfection 
does one find satisfaction, that 
joy of living called blessedness 
eternal—that’s faith! 

Not to attain hurts; ever to be 
attaining heals the hurt—that’s 
faith. 

Failure to attain success dis- 
appoints; to feel the thrill of 
continuously succeeding by creep- 
ing, minute steps appoints to 
highest destiny—that’s faith. 

Man, when made man, was 
made to live in the Kingdom, to 
order his living on all levels in 
all relationships by Kingdom 
ethics. In resolute stubbornness, 
to keep aims fixed on Kingdom 
goals is faith. In undiscouraged 
hopefulness, to try again after 
each painful rebuff is faith. Faith 
is unswerving direction as op- 
posed to measured exploits. 

Whatever else the Sermon on 
the Mount is, it is, also, a close 
portrait of Jesus—the perfect 


Man in an imperfect society; liv- 
ing in a perfect environment of 
His own creation, carrying it 
about with Him as He traveled 
from village to village; a one- 
man project. 

Faith’s defeat in striving to at- 
tain the heights is far more sat- 
isfying than success in trivial 
achievements. A halo of glory 
gratifies the bloody head such as 
the crowned head can never feel 
—faith’s blood matures in halos. 

To act as though an achieve- 
ment were while it is still but a 
dream—that’s faith; that’s Jesus. 

Much evidence to the contrary 
notwithstanding, to believe that 
this Jesus way of life is the real 
thing for now and for eternity 
and to commit one’s self there- 
unto without reservation is faith. 
Faith is to believe, with The Rev- 
elation of John on the Isle of 
Patmos, that always, ultimately, 
good triumphs over bad; that, 
although it costs all, discipleship 
invariably pays manyfold its 
costs. Goodness is its own re- 
ward as evil is its own penalty. 
Pessimism, doubt, blues, worry 
are basic destructiveness—sin. 

Even faith itself is a gift of 
God’s radiance. We can ignore 
it until it atrophies into non- 
effectiveness; or, we can accept 
it at face value for what it is and 
thereby make sonship into Son- 
ship. 


MAN IN THE MOON 


I see a man in the moon in the 
sky. 

He rollics and frolics and beckons 
me try 

To snatch him—to catch him—as 
he passes by. 

And just when I’m ready to an- 
swer his whim 

And reach for a star to catch up 
with him 

A cloud passes by and makes him 
too dim. 


He quickly rolls over and over in 
fun 
And laughs as he scurries away 
on a run, 
Telling me gaily that he’s always 
won. 
—MILDRED HALL HATCH 
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“The spirit and soul of all reformation is free discussion.” 
—ALEXANDER CAMPBELL 





Calvinism ? 
Editor, The CE-FR: 


I have been amazed to find so 
much fatalism, determinism, Cal- 
vinism, in recent issues of The 
Christian Evangelist-Front Rank. 
Our fathers found their way out of 
Calvinism. Is The Christian Evan- 
gelism-Front Rank to lead us back 
into it? 

In the issue of June 14 there 
was an article entitled, “God Was 
in It.” It described how a family 
suffered an auto accident which 
nearly killed them. The inference 
of the article was that God caused 
the accident in order to get the 
father of the family to work for him 
in Washington, D. C. Is it so 
difficult for God to get workers in 
Washington? Are Disciple ministers 
now attributing this style of evan- 
gelism to God? Perhaps God 
should be more careful with such 
heavy toys lest he kill someone. 

An article of June 28, “Catas- 
trophe and Faith,” was even more 
expressive of fatalistic theology. It 
assumed that God did kill some peo- 
ple, three train coaches of them. 
This frightful cost in human life 
was justified by the author because 
it “jolted” several survivors in God’s 
direction. 

True, accidents do result in people 
turning to God. I object, however, 
to the idea that God would kill 
three coaches of people in order to 
save those whom he spared. 

Were those really good questions 
that asked, “What power stopped 
the train at the third car?” and why 
these people had to die such violent 
deaths? They assume a very cruel- 
hearted God. If he works in this 
fashion, need Christians subscribe 
to Romans 1:17 and Matthew 28:19, 
20? 

Young people are taught deter- 
minism in science classes. I sug- 
gest that you publish a thoughtful 
article on the issue, freewill versus 
determinism. This issue is vital not 
only as regards views of evangelism, 
but to other aspects of Christian 
doctrine and practice, e. g., to the 
debate over the baptism of non-be- 
lievers.—OmarR L. CLaRy, Buffalo, 
N.. Y. 


EpItTor’s COMMENT: We didn’t in- 
terpret the articles as our friend 
O. L. did, and do not believe the 
writers had such intent. What 
about the “sports” in science? 
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Interest in Kansas Meeting 
Editor, The CE-FR: 


I note with a great deal of in- 
terest, the news item “Kansas Con- 
ference—Internal Unity” (CE-FR, 
May 24, 1959). It is presumed this 
meeting will be fully reported. I 
sincerely hope so. I would like to 
see it completely publicized. Our 
minister here, Hartford Inlow, has 
received an invitation and intends 
to be present. 

It would be of interest to know 
how this meeting came to be. It 
seems good to know that discussion 
at least is to be carried on. 

The Christian Evangelist-Front 
Rank is creating a lot of favorable 
comment, here, and you and your 
associates are to be commended for 
the splendid job you are doing.— 
M. R. DENISON, South Bend, Ind. 


EDITOR’Ss COMMENT: We would be 
glad to receive comments from 
those who attended. Only one re- 
sponse has come. 


Most Thorough Weekly 
Editor, The CE-FR: 


I know that you have received 
many letters congratulating you on 
the new CE-FR, but I would like to 
be among the group. 

The church here, for the first 
time, is subscribing to this publica- 
tion, which I feel is the most 
thorough weekly magazine I have 
seen in the brotherhood. We are 
now taking a small number of The 
CE-FR which I hope will grow until 
every active family receives this in- 
formative and inspirational maga- 
zine. 

While making a tour of Disciple 
college and historical points the 
first week in June, we heard several 
people remark how they felt that 
this new publication was a stride 
forward for the Christian churches. 
I agree wholeheartedly.—DaLe M. 
SawYeER, Clearfield, Ia. 


What Is Christian? 
Editor, The CE-FR: 

Thank you for your article by 
Walter W. Sikes entitled ‘“Testi- 
mony and Not a Test.” Had it not 
been for this article I would have 
sworn that publication of the July 
5 CEHE-FR had been turned over to 
the D. A. R. 

Why not let the prophets of the 
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Letters... 


Pentagon (and I am now referring 
specifically to Frank Tobey) seek 
other billboards for propagating 
notions that mass annihilation, or 
even deterrence by threat of mass 
annihilation, is Christian and moral? 

Does the Chief of Chaplains re- 
flect the views of the editor?—-BEN- 
JAMIN P. MEHRLING, Detroit, Mich. 


EDITOR’s COMMENT: The Chief 
doesn’t even know us, or our views. 
Our pages often contain opposite 
opinions, as witness Chaplain Tobey 
and Mr. Mehrling. 


On Transfers 
Editor, The CE-FR: 


Thank you for stirring the waters 
on the matter of ministers and 
churches following through with 
their members who move into the 
Eastern part of the U. S. Your 
editorial, “Do You Tag Them?” was 
most appropriate and appreciated. 
—H. G. GEARHART, Philadelphia, 
Pa. 


—CAMPUS COVERAGE 
(Continued from page 23.) 


son City, he has been a member of 
the First Christian Church since bap- 
tism in 1946. He graduated from 
Washington University, St. Louis. 

He will study at Basle University 
(Switzerland) next year and will re- 
turn to Yale as a Ph.D. candidate in 
the Fall of 1960. 

During the summer of 1957 Mr. 
Kenney served as associate minister 
of the First Christian Church, Jef- 
ferson City. He received Clinical 
Pastoral Training at State Hospital 
No. 1, Fulton, Mo., during the sum- 
mer of 1958. 

Dr. William T. Gibble, was the or- 
daining minister. Dr. Clarence Lem- 
mon of Columbia, Mo., gave the or- 
dination sermon. 

Raymond F. McCallister, Jr., was 
ordained at Webster Groves Chris- 
tian Church, Glendale, Mo., where 
his father is pastor. 





@Dr. Frank F. Drowota, pastor, 
Woodmont Church, Nashville, Tenn., 
has been named to the board of the 
United Tennessee League Inc., which 
works toward a solution of prob- 
lems created by beverage alcohol 
and narcotics. 
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teamwo 


Skill, accuracy, perfect timing, 
cooperation . . . combine all 
this and you'll have teamwork. 
Teamwork is essential to run a 
ball team, or any organization, 


for that matter... 


It takes teamwork to run a 
good functioning church or- 
ganization, too! 


The Effective Church Audio- 
Visual Series is designed by 
authorities in every field of 
church work to help you 
achieve good, close team- 
work—in all departments! A 
special filmstrip kit of 9 film- 
strips, 9 records with 18 
guides with scripts covers all 
the basic needs of your 
church. It offers instruction 
to the volunteer church staff 
in an enjoyable but informa- 
tive manner. You will find 
many new ideas in building 
an effective church. Re-ac- 
quaint yourself with the time- 
proven methods and _ proce- 
dures. Produced by the 
Audio-Visual Services, UCMS, 
the kit will be distributed by 
the Christian Board of Publi- 
cation You may order direct 
from your publishing house. 











A series of eight sound filmstrips in black and white to support 
each department of the church: Christian Action and Com- 
munity Service; Christian Education; Evangelism; Membership; 
Property; Stewardship and Finance; World Outreach; Worship. 
PLUS: Mr Smith and the Effective Church, a sound filmstrip 
in color, interpreting the effective operation of a functional 
church program. 
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QUESTION: Is there anything 
wrong with a church voting by 
ballot even though that has not 
been the regular custom? 


ANSWER: Voting by ballot is a 
good old American custom so I 
suppose it is always in order. 
There are surely occasions when 
such a ballot will reveal the opin- 
ion of the congregation more truly 
than a Standing or a voice vote. 

Some of our large and well-or- 
ganized churches have followed 
the plan for years of nominating 
two people for each office and then 
having the church people vote by 
ballot. Such a plan has always 
frightened me and I have never 
favored it. Maybe true democracy 
calls for such a procedure but it 
surely has its dangers. 

When both Brother Jones and 
Brother Smith are nominated for 
the position of an elder in the 
church and both are devoted Chris- 
tian souls there is bound to be 
some questions in the mind of the 
man who is defeated. It may be 
that he is defeated by only one 
vote and if so he will wonder if 
Brother Brown voted for him—or 
even if his wife voted for him. 
Among men of less consecration 
there is bound to be some hard 
feeling which may be a real stum- 
bling block to the progress of the 
church. 

Your question seemed to have 
particular reference to the calling 
or the dismissing of a minister. In 
the calling of a pastor it is quite 
likely that only the pulpit com- 
mittee and perhaps the official 
board will know enough about the 
prospective minister to vote intel- 
ligently. In such a case the secret 
ballot would not contribute much 
to an intelligent choice. 

It would seem that there is more 
justification for the use of the bal- 


lot in the dismissing of a minister; 
and yet that has great dangers. 
Such a procedure is likely to re- 
sult in a vigorous campaign upon 
the part of the minister’s friends 
and his opponents. Of course it 
may increase the attendance on 
the day the ballot is taken for 
usually such a campaign brings 
out people who have not been in- 
side the church since last Easter. 

Surely there is a better method 
of changing pastors than the use 
of the secret ballot and all that 
implies. In the first place the 
minister should be able to sense 
the situation and announce to the 
church officers that as soon as pos- 
sible he hopes to move to a better 
climate for his wife’s health’s sake. 

If the minister is not that sensi- 
tive to the situation and the 
church feels that it should have 
a change of leadership a confer- 
ence could be arranged between 
the pastor and the church officers 
where the church situation can be 
discussed frankly and in a broth- 
erly spirit. Such a plan surely has 
many things in its favor over that 
of a campaign and a vote by bal- 
lot. 


QUESTION: I do not know how 
the “independents” work. Can you 
explain. They say that you and 
people like you are heretics. 


ANSWER: Having always been 
one who believed in cooperating 
with my brethren I would not 
know how fhe “independents” 
work. Recently when I cited some 
cases of independent procedures 
and their results I received letters 
of censure for even recognizing 
that there is any division in our 
brotherhood. Some of those let- 
ters claimed that cooperative 
churches have been guilty of sins 
equal to those of the independents. 


by F. E. Davison 


While I have seen no such cases 
among the cooperative churches I 
will agree that it would be well 
if each of us cried out “Lord be 
merciful unto me a sinner.” 


The word “heretic” is thrown 
around quite carelessly. Usually 
it has reference to disbelief in God, 
in Jesus Christ, or in the Holy 
Scriptures. Whether I am heretic 
or not is of passing importance 
but I will say that I know very 
few people in the church that do 
not maintain belief in these great 
Christian fundamentals. I did say 
in a recent speech that the great 
heresies of our day lie not in the 
field of theology but in the field 
of broken Christian fellowship. The 
church at its best is a fellowship 
and the great heresy of our day 
is the heresy of a domineering 
elder, a conniving deacon, a loose- 
tongued laywoman or a malicious- 
minded minister. These people de- 
stroy the fellowship of the church 
and that is heresy at its worst! 


“,.. and just for letting my 
sermon run a little bit over 
twenty minutes!” 





